Lesson 13 Sabbath, December 27, 2025

Welcoming the Harvest of Souls

MEMORY VERSE: “Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel
them to come in, that my house may be filled” (Luke 14:23, second part).

“Everyone who has received the gospel has been given sacred truth to
impart to the world. God's faithful people have always been aggressive
missionaries.”—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 109.

Suggested Reading: Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, pp. 305-312. (At the bottom of
this page)

1. PREPARING GOD’S HOUSEHOLD Sun, Dec 21

a. Describe the spiritual preparation necessary for fruitful missionary effort.
Proverbs 16:1; Acts 1:14 (first part); 2:1.

Proverbs 16:1
The preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, is from the
LORD.

Acts 1:14
These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women,
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.

Acts 2:1
And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in
one place.

“The first disciples went forth preaching the word. They revealed Christ in
their lives. And the Lord worked with them, ‘confirming the word with signs
following.” Mark 16:20. These disciples prepared themselves for their work.
Before the day of Pentecost they met together, and put away all differences. They



were of one accord. They believed Christ’s promise that the blessing would be
given, and they prayed in faith. They did not ask for a blessing for themselves
merely; they were weighted with the burden for the salvation of souls. The
gospel was to be carried to the uttermost parts of the earth, and they claimed the
endowment of power that Christ had promised. Then it was that the Holy Spirit
was poured out, and thousands were converted in a day.

“So it may be now. Instead of man’s speculations, let the word of God be
preached. Let Christians put away their dissensions, and give themselves to God
for the saving of the lost. Let them in faith ask for the blessing, and it will come.
The outpouring of the Spirit in apostolic days was the ‘former rain,” and glorious
was the result. But the ‘latter rain” will be more abundant. Joel 2:23.”—The Desire
of Ages, p. 827.

2. PREPARING FOR THE HARVEST Mon, Dec 22

a. Describe the spiritual maladies which the church must fully overcome
before droves of new converts can safely enter her ranks. Luke 21:34; Matthew
24:48-50; 25:42—45.

Luke 21:34

And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with
surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon
you unawares.

Matthew 24:48-50

But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; 49
And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the
drunken; 50 The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for
him, and in an hour that he is not aware of,

Matthew 25:42-45

42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me
no drink: 43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me
not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 44 Then shall they also answer
him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or
naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 45 Then shall he



answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of
the least of these, ye did it not to me.

“How many churches are tended like sick lambs by those who ought to be
seeking for the lost sheep! And all the time millions upon millions without Christ
are perishing.

“Divine love has been stirred to its unfathomable depths for the sake of
men, and angels marvel to behold in the recipients of so great love a mere surface
gratitude. Angels marvel at man’s shallow appreciation of the love of God.
Heaven stands indignant at the neglect shown to the souls of men. Would we
know how Christ regards it? How would a father and mother feel, did they
know that their child, lost in the cold and the snow, had been passed by, and left
to perish, by those who might have saved it? Would they not be terribly grieved,
wildly indignant? Would they not denounce those murderers with wrath hot as
their tears, intense as their love? The sufferings of every man are the sufferings of
God'’s child, and those who reach out no helping hand to their perishing fellow
beings provoke His righteous anger.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 825.

b. Who is to be included in the reception of God’s grace? Luke 14:23;
2 Chronicles 6:32, 33.

Luke 14:23
And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and
compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.

2 Chronicles 6:32, 33

Moreover concerning the stranger, which is not of thy people Israel, but is come
from a far country for thy great name’s sake, and thy mighty hand, and thy
stretched out arm; if they come and pray in this house; 33 Then hear thou from
the heavens, even from thy dwelling place, and do according to all that the
stranger calleth to thee for; that all people of the earth may know thy name, and
fear thee, as doth thy people Israel, and may know that this house which I have
built is called by thy name.

“To His disciples Christ said, You have been witnesses of My life of self-
sacrifice in behalf of the world. You have witnessed My labors for Israel.
Although they would not come unto Me that they might have life, although
priests and rulers have done to Me as they listed, although they have rejected Me



as the Scriptures foretold, they shall have still another opportunity of accepting
the Son of God. You have seen that all who come to Me, confessing their sins, I
freely receive. Him that cometh to Me I will in nowise cast out. All who will, may
be reconciled to God, and receive everlasting life. To you, My disciples, I commit
this message of mercy. It is to be given to Israel first, and then to all nations,
tongues, and peoples. It is to be given to Jews and Gentiles. All who believe are
to be gathered into one church.”—Ibid., p. 821.

3. REACHING OUT TO THE LOST Tue, Dec 23

a. Describe God'’s plan for honest-hearted nonbelievers—heathens, pagans—
who deep-down are actually seeking Him. Hebrews 11:6; Isaiah 56:3-8.

Hebrews 11:6
But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

Isaiah 56:3-8

Neither let the son of the stranger, that hath joined himself to the LORD, speak,
saying, The LORD hath utterly separated me from his people: neither let the
eunuch say, Behold, I am a dry tree. 4 For thus saith the LORD unto the eunuchs
that keep my sabbaths, and choose the things that please me, and take hold of
my covenant; 5 Even unto them will I give in mine house and within my walls a
place and a name better than of sons and of daughters: I will give them an
everlasting name, that shall not be cut off. 6 Also the sons of the stranger, that
join themselves to the LORD, to serve him, and to love the name of the LORD, to
be his servants, every one that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and taketh
hold of my covenant; 7 Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make
them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall
be accepted upon mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of prayer
for all people. 8 The Lord GOD which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet
will I gather others to him, beside those that are gathered unto him.

“Among earth’s inhabitants, scattered in every land, there are those who
have not bowed the knee to Baal. Like the stars of heaven, which appear only at
night, these faithful ones will shine forth when darkness covers the earth and
gross darkness the people. In heathen Africa, in the Catholic lands of Europe and



of South America, in China, in India, in the islands of the sea, and in all the dark
corners of the earth, God has in reserve a firmament of chosen ones that will yet
shine forth amidst the darkness, revealing clearly to an apostate world the
transforming power of obedience to His law.”—Prophets and Kings, pp. 188, 189.

“All over the world men and women are looking wistfully to heaven.
Prayers and tears and inquiries go up from souls longing for light, for grace, for
the Holy Spirit. Many are on the verge of the kingdom, waiting only to be
gathered in.”—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 109.

b. What promise does God give to all who believe? Romans 10:8-11. What does
belief mean—in contrast to presumption? Deuteronomy 6:6-9.

Romans 10:8-11

But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart:
that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the
scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.

Deuteronomy 6:6-9

And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 7 And
thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou
liest down, and when thou risest up. 8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon
thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. 9 And thou shalt
write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.

“Satan can, through a species of deceptions, perform wonders that will
appear to be genuine miracles. It was this he hoped to make a test question with
the Israelites at the time of their deliverance from Egypt. The instruction given to
Moses for Israel is timely instruction for us: [Deuteronomy 6:6-9 quoted.]

“When we bring our lives to complete obedience to the law of God,
regarding God as our supreme Guide, and clinging to Christ as our hope of
righteousness, God will work in our behalf. This is a righteousness of faith, a
righteousness hidden in a mystery of which the worldling knows nothing, and
which he cannot understand. Sophistry and strife follow in the train of the
serpent; but the commandments of God diligently studied and practiced, open to



us communication with heaven, and distinguish for us the true from the false.
This obedience works out for us the divine will, bringing into our lives the
righteousness and perfection that was seen in the life of Christ.”—Manuscript
Releases, vol. 7, p. 357.

4. GENUINE FAITH Wed, Dec 24

a. How does true faith stand in contrast to false faith? James 2:19, 20; Galatians
5:6.

James 2:19, 20
Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and
tremble. 20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?

Galatians 5:6
For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision;
but faith which worketh by love.

“Genuine faith always works by love. When you look to Calvary it is not
to quiet your soul in the nonperformance of duty, not to compose yourself to
sleep, but to create faith in Jesus, faith that will work, purifying the soul from the
slime of selfishness. When we lay hold of Christ by faith, our work has just
begun. Every man has corrupt and sinful habits that must be overcome by
vigorous warfare. Every soul is required to fight the fight of faith. If one is a
follower of Christ, he cannot be sharp in deal, he cannot be hardhearted, devoid
of sympathy. He cannot be coarse in his speech. He cannot be full of pomposity
and self-esteem. He cannot be overbearing, nor can he use harsh words, and
censure and condemn.

“The labor of love springs from the work of faith. Bible religion means
constant work. ‘Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). Work out
your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God that worketh in you,
both to will and to do of His good pleasure. We are to be zealous of good works,
be careful to maintain good works. And the true Witness says: ‘I know thy
works’ (Revelation 2:2).



“While it is true that our busy activities will not in themselves ensure
salvation, it is also true that faith which unites us to Christ will stir the soul to
activity.”—Selected Messages, bk. 2, p. 20.

b. Explain the real significance of what baptism actually means. Mark 1:4;
1 Peter 3:21; Romans 6:4-9.

Mark 1:4
John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the
remission of sins.

1 Peter 3:21

The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting
away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,)
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

Romans 6:4-9

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk
in newness of life. 5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his
death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6 Knowing this, that
our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that
henceforth we should not serve sin. 7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 8
Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 9
Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no
more dominion over him.

“Christ has made baptism the sign of entrance to His spiritual kingdom.
He has made this a positive condition with which all must comply who wish to
be acknowledged as under the authority of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. Before man can find a home in the church, before passing the threshold of
God’s spiritual kingdom, he is to receive the impress of the divine name, ‘“The
Lord our Righteousness.” Jeremiah 23:6.”—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, p. 91.

5. REAPING THE HARVEST OF SOULS Thu, Dec 25



a. What should be evident in the life of a believer before baptism? Acts 2:38;
8:36, 37; Ephesians 4:22, 23.

Acts 2:38
Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the

Holy Ghost.

Acts 8:36, 37

And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch
said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 37 And Philip said,
If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

Ephesians 4:22, 23
That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;

“Baptism is a most solemn renunciation of the world. Those who are
baptized in the threefold name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, at the
very entrance of their Christian life declare publicly that they have forsaken the
service of Satan and have become members of the royal family, children of the
heavenly King.”—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, p. 91.

“When [the baptismal candidates] give evidence that they fully
understand their position, they are to be accepted.”—Testimonies to Ministers,

p- 128.

b. What promise is given to the genuine believers, and on what condition?
Matthew 1:21; 24:13; John 10:27-29.

Matthew 1:21
And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall

save his people from their sins.

Matthew 24:13
But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

John 10:27-29



My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 28 And I give
unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck
them out of my hand. 29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and
no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.

“The enemy can never take out of the hand of Christ the one who is simply
trusting in His promises. If the soul is trusting and working obediently, the mind
is susceptible to divine impressions, and the light of God shines in, enlightening
the understanding. What privileges we have in Christ Jesus!

“We are to watch vigilantly for the coming of the Lord. . . . Every moment
is to be faithfully employed. ‘He that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be
saved.” "—Sons and Daughters of God, p. 351.

PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS Fri, Dec 26

1. How am I to prepare to do my part in fulfilling the great commission?
2. How can I cultivate true faith?

3. What does salvation, as referred to in Matthew 1:21, mean to me?

4. Define the difference between true and false faith.

5. What does baptism signify?

Suggested Reading: Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, pp. 305-312.

“When thou makest a dinner or a supper,” Christ said, “call not thy friends, nor
thy brethren, neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbors; lest they also bid thee
again, and a recompense be made thee. But when thou makest a feast, call the
poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind: and thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot
recompense thee; for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the
just.” Luke 14:12-14. (6T 305.1)

In these words Christ draws a contrast between the self-seeking practices of the
world and the unselfish ministry of which He has given an example in His own
life. For such ministry He offers no reward of worldly gain or recognition. “Thou
shalt be recompensed,” He says, “at the resurrection of the just.” Luke 14:14.
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Then the results of every life will be made manifest, and everyone will reap that
which he has sown. (6T 305.2)

To every worker for God this thought should be a stimulus and an
encouragement. In this life our work for God often seems to be almost fruitless.
Our efforts to do good may be earnest and persevering, yet we may not be
permitted to witness their results. To us the effort may seem to be lost. But the
Saviour assures us that our work is noted in heaven, and that the recompense
cannot fail. The apostle Paul, writing by the Holy Spirit, says: “Let us not be
weary in well-doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” Galatians
6:9. And in the words of the psalmist we read: “He that goeth forth and weepeth,
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his
sheaves with him.” Psalm 126:6. (6T 305.3)

And while the great final reward is given at Christ’s coming, truehearted service
for God brings a reward, even in this life. Obstacles, opposition, and bitter
heartbreaking discouragements the worker will have to meet. He may not see the
fruit of his toil. But in face of all this he finds in his labor a blessed recompense.
All who surrender themselves to God in unselfish service for humanity are in co-
operation with the Lord of glory. This thought sweetens all toil, it braces the will,
it nerves the spirit for whatever may befall. Working with unselfish heart,
ennobled by being partakers of Christ’s sufferings, sharing His sympathies, they
help to swell the tide of His joy, and bring honor and praise to His exalted
name. (6T 305.4)

In fellowship with God, with Christ, and with holy angels they are surrounded
with a heavenly atmosphere, an atmosphere that brings health to the body, vigor
to the intellect, and joy to the soul. (6T 306.1)

All who consecrate body, soul, and spirit to God’s service will be constantly
receiving a new endowment of physical, mental, and spiritual power. The
inexhaustible supplies of heaven are at their command. Christ gives them the
breath of His own spirit, the life of His own life. The Holy Spirit puts forth its
highest energies to work in heart and mind. (6T 306.2)

“Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring
forth speedily.” Thou shalt “call, and the Lord shall answer; thou shalt cry, and
He shall say, Here I am.” Thy light shall “rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as
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the noonday: and the Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in
drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and
like a spring of water, whose waters fail not.” Isaiah 58:8-11. (6T 306.3)

Many are God’s promises to those who minister to His afflicted ones. He
says: “Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the Lord will deliver him in time of
trouble. The Lord will preserve him, and keep him alive; and he shall be blessed
upon the earth: and Thou wilt not deliver him unto the will of his enemies. The
Lord will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing: Thou wilt make all his
bed in his sickness.” “Trust in the Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the
land, and verily thou shalt be fed.” Psalm 41:1-3; 37:3. “Honor the Lord with thy
substance, and with the first fruits of all thine increase: so shall thy barns be filled
with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.” “There is that
scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet,
but it tendeth to poverty.” “He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the
Lord; and that which he hath given will He pay him again.” “The liberal soul
shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself.” Proverbs
3:9, 10; 11:24; Proverbs 19:17; 11:25. (6T 306.4)

And while much of the fruit of their labor is not apparent in this life, God’s
workers have His sure promise of ultimate success. As the world’s Redeemer,
Christ was constantly confronted with apparent failure. He seemed to do little of
the work which He longed to do in uplifting and saving. Satanic agencies were
constantly working to obstruct His way. But He would not be discouraged. Ever
before Him He saw the result of His mission. He knew that truth would finally
triumph in the contest with evil, and to His disciples He said: “These things I
have spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall
have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33.
The life of Christ’s disciples is to be like His, a series of uninterrupted victories,
not seen to be such here, but recognized as such in the great hereafter. (6T 307.1)

Those who labor for the good of others are working in union with the heavenly
angels. They have their constant companionship, their unceasing ministry.
Angels of light and power are ever near to protect, to comfort, to heal, to instruct,
to inspire. The highest education, the truest culture, and the most exalted service
possible to human beings in this world are theirs. (6T 307.2)
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And often our merciful Father encourages His children and strengthens their
faith by permitting them here to see evidence of the power of His grace upon the
hearts and lives of those for whom they labor. “My thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts
than your thoughts. For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven,
and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and
bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: so shall My word
be that goeth forth out of My mouth: it shall not return unto Me void, but it shall
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.
For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the
hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall
clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the
brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” Isaiah 55:8-13. (6T 308.1)

In the transformation of character, the casting out of evil passions, the
development of the sweet graces of God’s Holy Spirit, we see the fulfillment of
the promise, “Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the
brier shall come up the myrtle tree.” Isaiah 55:13. We behold life’s desert “rejoice,
and blossom as the rose.” Isaiah 35:1. (6T 308.2)

Christ delights to take apparently hopeless material, those whom Satan has
debased and through whom he has worked, and make them the subjects of His
grace. He rejoices to deliver them from suffering and from the wrath that is to fall
upon the disobedient. He makes His children His agents in the accomplishment
of this work, and in its success, even in this life, they find a precious reward. (6T
308.3)

But what is this compared with the joy that will be theirs in the great day of final
revealing? “Now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face;” now we
know in part, but then we shall know even as also we are known. 1 Corinthians
13:12. (6T 309.1)

It is the reward of Christ’s workers to enter into His joy. That joy, to which Christ
Himself looks forward with eager desire, is presented in His request to His
Father: “I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I
am.” John 17:24. (6T 309.2)
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The angels were waiting to welcome Jesus as He ascended after His resurrection.
The heavenly host longed to greet again their loved Commander, returned to
them from the prison house of death. Eagerly they pressed about Him as He
entered the gates of heaven. But He waved them back. His heart was with the
lonely, sorrowing band of disciples whom He had left upon Olivet. It is still with
His struggling children on earth, who have the battle with the destroyer yet to
wage. “Father,” He says, “I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be
with Me where I am.” John 17:24. (6T 309.3)

Christ’s redeemed ones are His jewels, His precious and peculiar treasure. “They
shall be as the stones of a crown”—"the riches of the glory of His inheritance in
the saints.”Zechariah 9:16; Ephesians 1:18. In them “He shall see of the travail of
His soul, and shall be satisfied.” Isaiah 53:11. (6T 309.4)

And will not His workers rejoice when they, too, behold the fruit of their labors?
The apostle Paul, writing to the Thessalonian converts, says: “What is our hope,
or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus
Christ at His coming? for ye are our glory and joy.” 1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20. And
he exhorts the Philippian brethren to “be blameless and harmless,” to “shine as
lights in the world; holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of
Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither labored in vain.” Philippians 2:15,
16. (6T 309.5)

Every impulse of the Holy Spirit leading men to goodness and to God is noted in
the books of heaven, and in the day of God everyone who has given himself as
an instrument for the Holy Spirit’s working will be permitted to behold what his
life has wrought. (6T 310.1)

The poor widow who cast her two mites into the Lord’s treasury little knew what
she was doing. Her example of self-sacrifice has acted and reacted upon
thousands of hearts in every land and in every age. It has brought to the treasury
of God gifts from the high and the low, the rich and the poor. It has helped to
sustain missions, to establish hospitals, to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, heal
the sick, and preach the gospel to the poor. Multitudes have been blessed
through her unselfish deed. And the outworking of all these lines of influence
she, in the day of God, will be permitted to see. So with Mary’s precious gift to
the Saviour. How many have been inspired to loving service by the memory of
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that broken alabaster box! And how she will rejoice as she beholds all this! (6T
310.2)

Wonderful will be the revealing as the lines of holy influence, with their precious
results, are brought to view. What will be the gratitude of souls that will meet us
in the heavenly courts as they understand the sympathetic, loving interest which
has been taken in their salvation! All praise, honor, and glory will be given to
God and to the Lamb for our redemption; but it will not detract from the glory of
God to express gratitude to the instrumentality He has employed in the salvation
of souls ready to perish. (6T 310.3)

The redeemed will meet and recognize those whose attention they have directed
to the uplifted Saviour. What blessed converse they have with these souls! “I was
a sinner,” it will be said, “without God and without hope in the world, and you
came to me, and drew my attention to the precious Saviour as my only hope.
And I believed in Him. I repented of my sins, and was made to sit together with
His saints in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Others will say: “I was a heathen
in heathen lands. You left your friends and comfortable home, and came to teach
me how to find Jesus and believe in Him as the only true God. I demolished my
idols and worshiped God, and now I see Him face to face. I am saved, eternally
saved, ever to behold Him whom I love. I then saw Him only with the eye of
faith, but now I see Him as He is. I can now express my gratitude for His
redeeming mercy to Him who loved me and washed me from my sins in His
own blood.” (6T 311.1)

Others will express their gratitude to those who fed the hungry and clothed the
naked. “When despair bound my soul in unbelief, the Lord sent you to me,” they
say, “to speak words of hope and comfort. You brought me food for my physical
necessities, and you opened to me the word of God, awakening me to my
spiritual needs. You treated me as a brother. You sympathized with me in my
sorrows and restored my bruised and wounded soul so that I could grasp the
hand of Christ that was reached out to save me. In my ignorance you taught me
patiently that I had a Father in heaven who cared for me. You read to me the
precious promises of God’s word. You inspired in me faith that He would save
me. My heart was softened, subdued, broken, as I contemplated the sacrifice
which Christ had made for me. I became hungry for the bread of life, and the
truth was precious to my soul. I am here, saved, eternally saved, ever to live in
His presence, and to praise Him who gave His life for me.” (6T 311.2)



What rejoicing there will be as these redeemed ones meet and greet those who
have had a burden in their behalf! And those who have lived, not to please
themselves, but to be a blessing to the unfortunate who have so few blessings—
how their hearts will thrill with satisfaction! They will realize the promise: “Thou
shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed
at the resurrection of the just.” Luke 14:14. (6T 312.1)

“Thou shalt delight thyself in the Lord; and I will cause thee to ride upon the
high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” Isaiah 58:14. (6T 312.2)

“Fear not: ... I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.” Genesis 15:1. (6T
312.3)

“I am thy part and thine inheritance.” Numbers 18:20. (6T 312.4)

“Where I am, there shall also My servant be.” John 12:26. (6T 312.5)
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