
  LESSON 5                                                                                                 SABBATH, MAY 2, 2026	  

A Succession of Kingdoms 

	 “Every nation . . . has had its period of test; each has failed, its glory 

faded, its power departed.”—Prophets and Kings, p. 535. 

Suggested Reading: The Great Controversy, pp. 423–432. (At the bottom of 

this page) 

 1. THE RAM BECOMES GREAT 	                                                                  Sun, Apr 26             

a. Near the end of Babylon’s supremacy, what did Daniel see? Daniel 8:1, 2. 

Daniel 8:1, 2  

In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision appeared unto me, 

even unto me Daniel, after that which appeared unto me at the first.  2 And I 

saw in a vision; and it came to pass, when I saw, that I was at Shushan in the 

palace, which is in the province of Elam; and I saw in a vision, and I was by the 

river of Ulai.  

b. Describe the behavior of the first beast that came onto the scene and 

became great. Daniel 8:3, 4. 

Daniel 8:3, 4  

Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before the river 

a ram which had two horns: and the two horns were high; but one was higher 

than the other, and the higher came up last.  4 I saw the ram pushing 

westward, and northward, and southward; so that no beasts might stand 

before him, neither was there any that could deliver out of his hand; but he 

did according to his will, and became great.  

MEMORY VERSE: “And the vision of the evening and the morning which 

was told is true: wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for 

many days” (Daniel 8:26).



c. How did the angel interpret the ram that Daniel had seen? Daniel 8:19, 20. 

Daniel 8:19, 20  

And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the 

indignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be. 20 The ram which 

thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and Persia.  

	 “In the vision of the prophet [God] is seen casting down one mighty 

ruler, and setting up another. He is revealed as the monarch of the universe, 

about to set up His everlasting kingdom—the Ancient of days, the living God, 

the Source of all wisdom, the Ruler of the present, the Revealer of the 

future.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 4, p. 1166. 

	 “From the rise and fall of nations as made plain in the books of Daniel 

and the Revelation, we need to learn how worthless is mere outward and 

worldly glory. Babylon, with all its power and magnificence, the like of which 

our world has never since beheld—power and magnificence which to the 

people of that day seemed so stable and enduring—how completely has it 

passed away! As ‘the flower of the grass,’ it has perished. So perished the 

Medo-Persian kingdom, and the kingdoms of Grecia and Rome. And so 

perishes all that has not God for its foundation.”—Prophets and Kings, p. 548. 

 2. THE “VERY GREAT” GOAT 	                                                                              Mon, Apr 27             

         

a. What new power came to challenge Medo-Persia? Daniel 8:5, 21. 

Daniel 8:5  

And as I was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the face 

of the whole earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat had a notable 

horn between his eyes.  

Daniel 8:21  

And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: and the great horn that is between 

his eyes is the first king.  

b. Describe the conquering power of the king of this new empire. Daniel 

8:6, 7. 



Daniel 8:6, 7  

And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing 

before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his power.  7 And I saw him 

come close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and 

smote the ram, and brake his two horns: and there was no power in the ram 

to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground, and stamped upon 

him: and there was none that could deliver the ram out of his hand.  

	 “The power exercised by every ruler on the earth is Heaven-imparted; 

and upon his use of the power thus bestowed, his success depends. To each 

the word of the divine Watcher is, ‘I girded thee, though thou hast not known 

Me.’ Isaiah 45:5. And to each the words spoken to Nebuchadnezzar of old are 

the lesson of life: ‘Break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by 

showing mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity.’ 

Daniel 4:27. “To understand these things —to understand that ‘righteousness 

exalteth a nation;’ that ‘the throne is established by righteousness’ and 

‘upholden by mercy’ (Proverbs 14:34; 16:12; 20:28); to recognize the 

outworking of these principles in the manifestation of His power who 

‘removeth kings, and setteth up kings’ (Daniel 2:21) —this is to understand 

the philosophy of history. 

	 “In the word of God only is this clearly set forth. Here it is shown that 

the strength of nations, as of individuals, is not found in the opportunities or 

facilities that appear to make them invincible; it is not found in their boasted 

greatness. It is measured by the fidelity with which they fulfill God’s 

purpose.”—Education, pp. 174, 175. 

c.  What happened to the Grecian empire when it became very great at the 

height of the career of Alexander the Great? Daniel 8:8, 22. 

Daniel 8:8  

Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great 

horn was broken; and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds 

of heaven.  

Daniel 8:22  

Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall 

stand up out of the nation, but not in his power.  



	 “ ‘He that is slow to anger,’ says the wise man, ‘is better than the 

mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit, than he that taketh a city’. The man or 

woman who preserves the balance of the mind when tempted to indulge 

passion stands higher in the sight of God and heavenly angels than the most 

renowned general that ever led an army to battle and to victory. Said a 

celebrated emperor when on his dying bed, ‘Among all my conquests there 

is but one which affords me any consolation now, and that is the conquest I 

have gained over my own turbulent temper.’ Alexander and Caesar found it 

easier to subdue a world than to subdue themselves. After conquering 

nation after nation, they fell—one of them ‘the victim of intemperance, the 

other of mad ambition.’ ”—Child Guidance, pp. 95, 96. 

 3. “EXCEEDING GREAT” 	                                                                                Tue, Apr 28          

           

a. What new power is described as taking over the divided Grecian empire? 

Daniel 8:9, 23. 

Daniel 8:9  

And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding 

great, toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land.  

Daniel 8:23  

And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to 

the full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, 

shall stand up.  

b. Describe the actions of Rome—both pagan and papal—that Daniel saw in 

vision. Daniel 8:10–12, 24. 

Daniel 8:10–12  

And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the 

host and of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them.  11 Yea, he 

magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily 

sacrifice was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast down.  12 

And an host was given him against the daily sacrifice by reason of 

transgression, and it cast down the truth to the ground; and it practised, and 

prospered.  

Daniel 8:24  



And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall 

destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the 

mighty and the holy people.  

	 “Popery had become the world’s despot. Kings and emperors bowed 

to the decrees of the Roman pontiff. The destinies of men, both for time and 

for eternity, seemed under his control. . . . But ‘the noon of the papacy was 

the midnight of the world. . . .’ For centuries Europe had made no progress in 

learning, arts, or civilization. A moral and intellectual paralysis had fallen 

upon Christendom.”—The Great Controversy, p. 60. 

	 “As foretold by prophecy, the papal power cast down the truth to the 

ground. The law of God was trampled in the dust, while the traditions and 

customs of men were exalted. The churches that were under the rule of the 

papacy were early compelled to honor the Sunday as a holy day. Amid the 

prevailing error and superstition, many, even of the true people of God, 

became so bewildered that while they observed the Sabbath, they refrained 

from labor also on the Sunday. But this did not satisfy the papal leaders. They 

demanded not only that Sunday be hallowed, but that the Sabbath be 

profaned; and they denounced in the strongest language those who dared to 

show it honor. It was only by fleeing from the power of Rome that any could 

obey God’s law in peace.”—Ibid., p. 65. 

c. Despite its cunning methods, how would this power be brought to an 

end? Daniel 8:25. 

Daniel 8:25  

And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he 

shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall 

also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without 

hand.  

	 “Amid the gloom that settled upon the earth during the long period of 

papal supremacy, the light of truth could not be wholly extinguished. In 

every age there were witnesses for God—men who cherished faith in Christ 

as the only mediator between God and man, who held the Bible as the only 

rule of life, and who hallowed the true Sabbath. How much the world owes to 

these men, posterity will never know. They were branded as heretics, their 

motives impugned, their characters maligned, their writings suppressed, 

misrepresented, or mutilated. Yet they stood firm, and from age to age 



maintained their faith in its purity, as a sacred heritage for the generations 

to come.”—Ibid., p. 61. 

 4. THE 2300 DAYS 	                                                                                             Wed, Apr 29            

a. What conversation did Daniel overhear concerning the expanse of time 

covered by the events of the vision, and what would take place at the end 

of the time period? Daniel 8:13, 14. 

Daniel 8:13, 14  

Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain 

saint which spake, How long shall be the vision concerning the daily 

sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and 

the host to be trodden under foot?  14 And he said unto me, Unto two 

thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.  

b. What antitypical event was foreshadowed by the cleansing of the 

sanctuary, as illustrated in the ceremonial law, and foretold in Daniel’s 

vision? Leviticus 23:27–32; 16:33, 34. 

Leviticus 23:27–32  

Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of 

atonement: it shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your 

souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD.  28 And ye shall do 

no work in that same day: for it is a day of atonement, to make an atonement 

for you before the LORD your God.  29 For whatsoever soul it be that shall 

not be afflicted in that same day, he shall be cut off from among his people.  

30 And whatsoever soul it be that doeth any work in that same day, the same 

soul will I destroy from among his people.  31 Ye shall do no manner of 

work:it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations in all your 

dwellings.  32 It shall be unto you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your 

souls: in the ninth day of the month at even, from even unto even, shall ye 

celebrate your sabbath.  

Leviticus 16:33, 34  

And he shall make an atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he shall make an 

atonement for the tabernacle of the congregation, and for the altar, and he 

shall make an atonement for the priests, and for all the people of the 

congregation.  34 And this shall be an everlasting statute unto you, to make 



an atonement for the children of Israel for all their sins once a year. And he 

did as the LORD commanded Moses.  

	 “In the typical system, which was a shadow of the sacrifice and 

priesthood of Christ, the cleansing of the sanctuary was the last service 

performed by the high priest in the yearly round of ministration. It was the 

closing work of the atonement—a removal or putting away of sin from Israel. 

It prefigured the closing work in the ministration of our High Priest in 

heaven, in the removal or blotting out of the sins of His people, which are 

registered in the heavenly records.”—The Great Controversy, p. 352. 

	 “As anciently the sins of the people were by faith placed upon the sin 

offering and through its blood transferred, in figure, to the earthly 

sanctuary, so in the new covenant the sins of the repentant are by faith 

placed upon Christ and transferred, in fact, to the heavenly sanctuary. And 

as the typical cleansing of the earthly was accomplished by the removal of 

the sins by which it had been polluted, so the actual cleansing of the 

heavenly is to be accomplished by the removal, or blotting out, of the sins 

which are there recorded. But before this can be accomplished, there must 

be an examination of the books of record to determine who, through 

repentance of sin and faith in Christ, are entitled to the benefits of His 

atonement. The cleansing of the sanctuary therefore involves a work of 

investigation—a work of judgment. This work must be performed prior to 

the coming of Christ to redeem His people; for when He comes, His reward 

is with Him to give to every man according to his works. Revelation 22:12.”—

Ibid., pp. 421, 422. 

c. What did the angel say concerning the 2300-prophecy? Daniel 8:26 

(compare verse 14, margin). 

Daniel 8:26  

And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told is true: 

wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days.  

 5. A VISION PARTLY UNDERSTOOD 	                                                   Thur, Apr 30            

a.  What was the angel Gabriel commissioned to do for Daniel? Daniel 8:15–

18. 



Daniel 8:15–18  

And it came to pass, when I, even I Daniel, had seen the vision, and sought for 

the meaning, then, behold, there stood before me as the appearance of a 

man.  16 And I heard a man’s voice between the banks of Ulai, which called, 

and said, Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision.  17 So he came 

near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my face: 

but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end 

shall be the vision.  18 Now as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep 

on my face toward the ground: but he touched me, and set me upright.  

	 “It was Gabriel, the angel next in rank to the Son of God, who came 

with the divine message to Daniel. It was Gabriel, ‘His angel,’ whom Christ 

sent to open the future to the beloved John; and a blessing is pronounced on 

those who read and hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things 

written therein. Revelation 1:3.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 234. 

b. Despite a thorough explanation being given for many other details, what 

was Daniel’s reaction after hearing about the time prophecy of the 2300 

days? Daniel 8:27. 

Daniel 8:27  

And I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward I rose up, and did 

the king’s business; and I was astonished at the vision, but none understood 

it.  

	 “Through another vision further light was thrown upon the events of 

the future; and it was at the close of this vision that Daniel heard ‘one saint 

speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How 

long shall be the vision?’ Daniel 8:13. The answer that was given, ‘Unto two 

thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed’ 

(verse 14), filled him with perplexity. Earnestly he sought for the meaning of 

the vision. He could not understand the relation sustained by the seventy 

years’ captivity, as foretold through Jeremiah, to the twenty-three hundred 

years that in vision he heard the heavenly visitant declare should elapse 

before the cleansing of God’s sanctuary. The angel Gabriel gave him a partial 

interpretation; yet when the prophet heard the words, ‘The vision . . . shall be 

for many days,’ he fainted away. ‘I Daniel fainted,’ he records of his 

experience, ‘and was sick certain days; afterward I rose up, and did the king’s 



business; and I was astonished at the vision, but none understood it.’ Verses 

26, 27.”—Prophets and Kings, p. 554. 

 PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS 	                                                                       Fri, May 1         

       

1.  What motives too often drive the conquests of earthly powers? 

2.  What uncorrected character flaw led to the breaking of the goat’s notable 

horn? 

3.  How were the pagan and papal phases of Rome similar to each other? 

4.  What was to take place at the conclusion of the 2,300 days? 

5.  Which part of the vision was still a mystery to Daniel when he fainted? 

Suggested Reading:  The Great Controversy,  pp.  423–432.  

The subject of the sanctuary was the key which unlocked the mystery of the 

disappointment of 1844. It opened to view a complete system of truth, 

connected and harmonious, showing that God’s hand had directed the great 

advent movement and revealing present duty as it brought to light the 

position and work of His people. As the disciples of Jesus after the terrible 

night of their anguish and disappointment were “glad when they saw the 

Lord,” so did those now rejoice who had looked in faith for His second 

coming. They had expected Him to appear in glory to give reward to His 

servants. As their hopes were disappointed, they had lost sight of Jesus, and 

with Mary at the sepulcher they cried: “They have taken away my Lord, and I 

know not where they have laid Him.” Now in the holy of holies they again 

beheld Him, their compassionate High Priest, soon to appear as their king 

and deliverer. Light from the sanctuary illumined the past, the present, and 

the future. They knew that God had led them by His unerring providence. 

Though, like the first disciples, they themselves had failed to understand the 

message which they bore, yet it had been in every respect correct. In 

proclaiming it they had fulfilled the purpose of God, and their labor had not 

been in vain in the Lord. Begotten “again unto a lively hope,” they 

rejoiced “with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” (GC 423.1) 

Both the prophecy of Daniel 8:14, “Unto two thousand and three hundred 

days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed,” and the first angel’s 

message, “Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is 

https://3ams.com/Bible/BCViewData1/dan%208:14%C2%A62


come,” pointed to Christ’s ministration in the most holy place, to the 

investigative judgment, and not to the coming of Christ for the redemption 

of His people and the destruction of the wicked. The mistake had not been in 

the reckoning of the prophetic periods, but in the event to take place at the 

end of the 2300 days. Through this error the believers had suffered 

disappointment, yet all that was foretold by the prophecy, and all that they 

had any Scripture warrant to expect, had been accomplished. At the very 

time when they were lamenting the failure of their hopes, the event had 

taken place which was foretold by the message, and which must be fulfilled 

before the Lord could appear to give reward to His servants. (GC 424.1) 

Christ had come, not to the earth, as they expected, but, as foreshadowed in 

the type, to the most holy place of the temple of God in heaven. He is 

represented by the prophet Daniel as coming at this time to the Ancient of 

Days: “I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came 

with the clouds of heaven, and came”—not to the earth, but—“to the Ancient 

of Days, and they brought Him near before Him.” Daniel 7:13. (GC 424.2) 

This coming is foretold also by the prophet Malachi: “The Lord, whom ye 

seek, shall suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of the 

covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, He shall come, saith the Lord of 

hosts.” Malachi 3:1. The coming of the Lord to His temple was sudden, 

unexpected, to His people. They were not looking for Him there. They 

expected Him to come to earth, “in flaming fire taking vengeance on them 

that know not God, and that obey not the gospel.” 2 Thessalonians 1:8.  (GC 

424.3) 

But the people were not yet ready to meet their Lord. There was still a work 

of preparation to be accomplished for them. Light was to be given, directing 

their minds to the temple of God in heaven; and as they should by faith 

follow their High Priest in His ministration there, new duties would be 

revealed. Another message of warning and instruction was to be given to the 

church. (GC 424.4) 

Says the prophet: “Who may abide the day of His coming? and who shall 

stand when He appeareth? for He is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: 

and He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and He shall purify the sons 

of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord 

an offering in righteousness.” Malachi 3:2, 3. Those who are living upon the 
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earth when the intercession of Christ shall cease in the sanctuary above are 

to stand in the sight of a holy God without a mediator. Their robes must be 

spotless, their characters must be purified from sin by the blood of 

sprinkling. Through the grace of God and their own diligent effort they must 

be conquerors in the battle with evil. While the investigative judgment is 

going forward in heaven, while the sins of penitent believers are being 

removed from the sanctuary, there is to be a special work of purification, of 

putting away of sin, among God’s people upon earth. This work is more 

clearly presented in the messages of Revelation 14. (GC 425.1) 

When this work shall have been accomplished, the followers of Christ will be 

ready for His appearing. “Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be 

pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in former years.” Malachi 

3:4. Then the church which our Lord at His coming is to receive to Himself 

will be a “glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 

thing.” Ephesians 5:27. Then she will look “forth as the morning, fair as the 

moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners.” Song of 

Solomon 6:10.  (GC 425.2) 

Besides the coming of the Lord to His temple, Malachi also foretells His 

second advent, His coming for the execution of the judgment, in these 

words: “And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness 

against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, 

and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the 

fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not Me, 

saith the Lord of hosts.” Malachi 3:5. Jude refers to the same scene when he 

says, “Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints, to execute 

judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all 

their ungodly deeds.” Jude 14, 15. This coming, and the coming of the Lord to 

His temple, are distinct and separate events.  (GC 425.3) 

The coming of Christ as our high priest to the most holy place, for the 

cleansing of the sanctuary, brought to view in Daniel 8:14; the coming of the 

Son of man to the Ancient of Days, as presented in Daniel 7:13; and the 

coming of the Lord to His temple, foretold by Malachi, are descriptions of 

the same event; and this is also represented by the coming of the 

bridegroom to the marriage, described by Christ in the parable of the ten 

virgins, of Matthew 25.  (GC 426.1) 
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In the summer and autumn of 1844 the proclamation, “Behold, the 

Bridegroom cometh,” was given. The two classes represented by the wise 

and foolish virgins were then developed—one class who looked with joy to 

the Lord’s appearing, and who had been diligently preparing to meet Him; 

another class that, influenced by fear and acting from impulse, had been 

satisfied with a theory of the truth, but were destitute of the grace of God. In 

the parable, when the bridegroom came, “they that were ready went in with 

him to the marriage.” The coming of the bridegroom, here brought to view, 

takes place before the marriage. The marriage represents the reception by 

Christ of His kingdom. The Holy City, the New Jerusalem, which is the capital 

and representative of the kingdom, is called “the bride, the Lamb’s 

wife.” Said the angel to John: “Come hither, I will show thee the bride, the 

Lamb’s wife.” “He carried me away in the spirit,” says the prophet, “and 

showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven 

from God.” Revelation 21:9, 10. Clearly, then, the bride represents the Holy 

City, and the virgins that go out to meet the bridegroom are a symbol of the 

church. In the Revelation the people of God are said to be the guests at the 

marriage supper. Revelation 19:9. If guests, they cannot be represented also 

as the bride. Christ, as stated by the prophet Daniel, will receive from the 

Ancient of Days in heaven, “dominion, and glory, and a kingdom;” He will 

receive the New Jerusalem, the capital of His kingdom, “prepared as a bride 

adorned for her husband.” Daniel 7:14; Revelation 21:2. Having received the 

kingdom, He will come in His glory, as King of kings and Lord of lords, for the 

redemption of His people, who are to “sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and 

Jacob,” at His table in His kingdom (Matthew 8:11; Luke 22:30), to partake of 

the marriage supper of the Lamb.  (GC 426.2) 

The proclamation, “Behold, the Bridegroom cometh,” in the summer of 

1844, led thousands to expect the immediate advent of the Lord. At the 

appointed time the Bridegroom came, not to the earth, as the people 

expected, but to the Ancient of Days in heaven, to the marriage, the 

reception of His kingdom. “They that were ready went in with Him to the 

marriage: and the door was shut.” They were not to be present in person at 

the marriage; for it takes place in heaven, while they are upon the earth. The 

followers of Christ are to “wait for their Lord, when He will return from the 

wedding.” Luke 12:36. But they are to understand His work, and to follow Him 

by faith as He goes in before God. It is in this sense that they are said to go in 

to the marriage. (GC 427.1) 
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In the parable it was those that had oil in their vessels with their lamps that 

went in to the marriage. Those who, with a knowledge of the truth from the 

Scriptures, had also the Spirit and grace of God, and who, in the night of 

their bitter trial, had patiently waited, searching the Bible for clearer light—

these saw the truth concerning the sanctuary in heaven and the Saviour’s 

change in ministration, and by faith they followed Him in His work in the 

sanctuary above. And all who through the testimony of the Scriptures 

accept the same truths, following Christ by faith as He enters in before God 

to perform the last work of mediation, and at its close to receive His 

kingdom—all these are represented as going in to the marriage. (GC 427.2) 

In the parable of Matthew 22 the same figure of the marriage is introduced, 

and the investigative judgment is clearly represented as taking place before 

the marriage. Previous to the wedding the king comes in to see the guests, 

to see if all are attired in the wedding garment, the spotless robe of 

character washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb. Matthew 22:11; 

Revelation 7:14. He who is found wanting is cast out, but all who upon 

examination are seen to have the wedding garment on are accepted of God 

and accounted worthy of a share in His kingdom and a seat upon His throne. 

This work of examination of character, of determining who are prepared for 

the kingdom of God, is that of the investigative judgment, the closing of 

work in the sanctuary above. (GC 428.1) 

When the work of investigation shall be ended, when the cases of those who 

in all ages have professed to be followers of Christ have been examined and 

decided, then, and not till then, probation will close, and the door of mercy 

will be shut. Thus in the one short sentence, “They that were ready went in 

with Him to the marriage: and the door was shut,”(Matthew 25:10) we are 

carried down through the Saviour’s final ministration, to the time when the 

great work for man’s salvation shall be completed. (GC 428.2) 

In the service of the earthly sanctuary, which, as we have seen, is a figure of 

the service in the heavenly, when the high priest on the Day of Atonement 

entered the most holy place, the ministration in the first apartment ceased. 

God commanded: “There shall be no man in the tabernacle of the 

congregation when he goeth in to make an atonement in the holy place, until 

he comes out.” Leviticus 16:17. So when Christ entered the holy of holies to 

perform the closing work of the atonement, He ceased His ministration in 
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the first apartment. But when the ministration in the first apartment ended, 

the ministration in the second apartment began. When in the typical service 

the high priest left the holy on the Day of Atonement, he went in before God 

to present the blood of the sin offering in behalf of all Israel who truly 

repented of their sins. So Christ had only completed one part of His work as 

our intercessor, to enter upon another portion of the work, and He still 

pleaded His blood before the Father in behalf of sinners. (GC 428.3) 

This subject was not understood by Adventists in 1844. After the passing of 

the time when the Saviour was expected, they still believed His coming to be 

near; they held that they had reached an important crisis and that the work 

of Christ as man’s intercessor before God had ceased. It appeared to them 

to be taught in the Bible that man’s probation would close a short time 

before the actual coming of the Lord in the clouds of heaven. This seemed 

evident from those scriptures which point to a time when men will seek, 

knock, and cry at the door of mercy, and it will not be opened. And it was a 

question with them whether the date to which they had looked for the 

coming of Christ might not rather mark the beginning of this period which 

was immediately to precede His coming. Having given the warning of the 

judgment near, they felt that their work for the world was done, and they 

lost their burden of soul for the salvation of sinners, while the bold and 

blasphemous scoffing of the ungodly seemed to them another evidence 

that the Spirit of God had been withdrawn from the rejecters of His mercy. 

All this confirmed them in the belief that probation had ended, or, as they 

then expressed it, “the door of mercy was shut.” (GC 429.1) 

But clearer light came with the investigation of the sanctuary question. They 

now saw that they were correct in believing that the end of the 2300 days in 

1844 marked an important crisis. But while it was true that that door of hope 

and mercy by which men had for eighteen hundred years found access to 

God, was closed, another door was opened, and forgiveness of sins was 

offered to men through the intercession of Christ in the most holy. One part 

of His ministration had closed, only to give place to another. There was still 

an “open door” to the heavenly sanctuary, where Christ was ministering in 

the sinner’s behalf. (GC 429.2) 

Now was seen the application of those words of Christ in the Revelation, 

addressed to the church at this very time: “These things saith He that is holy, 

He that is true, He that hath the key of David, He that openeth, and no man 



shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; I know thy works: behold, I have 

set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it.” Revelation 3:7, 8. (GC 

430.1) 

It is those who by faith follow Jesus in the great work of the atonement who 

receive the benefits of His mediation in their behalf, while those who reject 

the light which brings to view this work of ministration are not benefited 

thereby. The Jews who rejected the light given at Christ’s first advent, and 

refused to believe on Him as the Saviour of the world, could not receive 

pardon through Him. When Jesus at His ascension entered by His own blood 

into the heavenly sanctuary to shed upon His disciples the blessings of His 

mediation, the Jews were left in total darkness to continue their useless 

sacrifices and offerings. The ministration of types and shadows had ceased. 

That door by which men had formerly found access to God was no longer 

open. The Jews had refused to seek Him in the only way whereby He could 

then be found, through the ministration in the sanctuary in heaven. 

Therefore they found no communion with God. To them the door was shut. 

They had no knowledge of Christ as the true sacrifice and the only mediator 

before God; hence they could not receive the benefits of His 

mediation. (GC 430.2) 

The condition of the unbelieving Jews illustrates the condition of the 

careless and unbelieving among professed Christians, who are willingly 

ignorant of the work of our merciful High Priest. In the typical service, when 

the high priest entered the most holy place, all Israel were required to 

gather about the sanctuary and in the most solemn manner humble their 

souls before God, that they might receive the pardon of their sins and not be 

cut off from the congregation. How much more essential in this antitypical 

Day of Atonement that we understand the work of our High Priest and know 

what duties are required of us. (GC 430.3) 

Men cannot with impunity reject the warning which God in mercy sends 

them. A message was sent from heaven to the world in Noah′s day, and their 

salvation depended upon the manner in which they treated that message. 

Because they rejected the warning, the Spirit of God was withdrawn from 

the sinful race, and they perished in the waters of the Flood. In the time of 

Abraham, mercy ceased to plead with the guilty inhabitants of Sodom, and 

all but Lot with his wife and two daughters were consumed by the fire sent 

down from heaven. So in the days of Christ. The Son of God declared to the 
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unbelieving Jews of that generation:“Your house is left unto you 

desolate.” Matthew 23:38. Looking down to the last days, the same Infinite 

Power declares, concerning those who“received not the love of the truth, 

that they might be saved”:“For this cause God shall send them strong 

delusion, that they should believe a lie: that they all might be damned who 

believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 2 

Thessalonians 2:10-12. As they reject the teachings of His word, God 

withdraws His Spirit and leaves them to the deceptions which they 

love.  (GC 431.1) 

But Christ still intercedes in man’s behalf, and light will be given to those 

who seek it. Though this was not at first understood by Adventists, it was 

afterward made plain as the Scriptures which define their true position 

began to open before them. (GC 431.2) 

The passing of the time in 1844 was followed by a period of great trial to 

those who still held the advent faith. Their only relief, so far as ascertaining 

their true position was concerned, was the light which directed their minds 

to the sanctuary above. Some renounced their faith in their former 

reckoning of the prophetic periods and ascribed to human or satanic 

agencies the powerful influence of the Holy Spirit which had attended the 

advent movement. Another class firmly held that the Lord had led them in 

their past experience; and as they waited and watched and prayed to know 

the will of God they saw that their great High Priest had entered upon 

another work of ministration, and, following Him by faith, they were led to 

see also the closing work of the church. They had a clearer understanding of 

the first and second angels’ messages, and were prepared to receive and 

give to the world the solemn warning of the third angel of Revelation 14. (GC 

431.3) 

https://3ams.com/Bible/BCViewData1/mat%2023:38%C2%A62
https://3ams.com/Bible/BCViewData1/2th%202:10-12%C2%A62
https://3ams.com/Bible/BCViewData1/2th%202:10-12%C2%A62
https://3ams.com/Bible/BCViewData1/rev%2014:0%C2%A62

