Revelation 6:3, 4

Second Seal: AD 100-313 (GC 17- 48)

> Through the event predicted we understand the time.
(Example: Nero to nominal conversion of Constantine)

* Revelation 6:3,4

And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say,
Come and see. And there went out another horse that was red: and
power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth,
and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a
great sword.

> Understanding the meaning. Verse 4

A. another horse

* Proverbs 21:31
The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but safety is of the Lord.

B. that was_red

* Isaiah 1:18

Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool.

» 2 Kings 3:22
And they rose up early in the morning, and the sun shone upon the
water, and the Moabites saw the water on the other side as red as blood



C. power was given to him

* Revelation 12:3
And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red
dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his

heads.

* Revelation 17:3, 6
So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a
woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy,
having seven heads and ten horns. And I saw the woman drunken with
the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and
when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.

* Revelation 13:4, 5,7
And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and
they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is
able to make war with him? And there was given unto him a mouth
speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him
to continue forty and two months. And it was given unto him to make
war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him
over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.

D. to take peace from the earth

* Isaiah 9:6 (Shiloh)
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace.

* Ephesians 6:15 (the gospel of peace)
And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace



“The Shekinah had departed from the sanctuary, but in the Child of Bethlehem
was veiled the glory before which angels bow. This unconscious babe was the
promised seed, to whom the first altar at the gate of Eden pointed. This was
Shiloh, the peace giver. It was He who declared Himself to Moses as the [ AM.
It was He who in the pillar of cloud and of fire had been the guide of Israel. This
was He whom seers had long foretold. He was the Desire of all nations, the
Root and the Offspring of David, and the Bright and Morning Star. The name of
that helpless little babe, inscribed in the roll of Israel, declaring Him our brother,
was the hope of fallen humanity. The child for whom the redemption money had
been paid was He who was to pay the ransom for the sins of the whole world.
He was the true “high priest over the house of God,” the head of “an
unchangeable priesthood,” the intercessor at “the right hand of the Majesty on
high.” Hebrews 10:21; 7:24; 1:3. DA 52.3

E. they should kill one another

* Revelation 13:10
He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with
the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the
faith of the saints.

“Through spiritualism, Satan appears as a benefactor of the race, healing the
diseases of the people, and professing to present a new and more exalted
system of religious faith; but at the same time he works as a destroyer. His
temptations are leading multitudes to ruin. Intemperance dethrones reason;
sensual indulgence, strife, and bloodshed follow. Satan delights in war, for it
excites the worst passions of the soul and then sweeps into eternity its victims
steeped in vice and blood. It is his object to incite the nations to war against
one another, for he can thus divert the minds of the people from the work of
preparation to stand in the day of God.” GC 589.1



https://3ams.com/Bible/BCViewData1/heb%2010:21;%207:24;%201:3%C2%A62

F. there was given unto him a great sword. (Great persecution, GC 39-41)

* [saiah 1:5
Why should ye be stricken anymore? Ye will revolt more and more

(Chapter 2—Persecution in the First Centuries - GC 39-41)

“When Jesus revealed to his disciples the fate of Jerusalem and the
scenes of the second advent, he foretold also the experience of his people
from the time when he should be taken from them, to his return in power
and glory for their deliverance. From Olivet the Saviour beheld the storms
about to fall upon the apostolic church, and, penetrating deeper into the
future, his eye discerned the fierce, wasting tempests that were to beat upon
his followers in the coming ages of darkness and persecution. In a few brief
utterances, of awful significance, he foretold the portion which the rulers of
this world would mete out to the church of God.” [Matthew 24:9, 21, 22.]
GC88 39.1

“The history of the early church testified to the fulfillment of the
Saviour's words... Paganism foresaw that should the gospel triumph, her
temples and altars would be swept away; therefore she summoned her
forces to destroy Christianity. The fires of persecution were kindled.
Christians were stripped of their possessions, and driven from their homes.
They “endured a great fight of afflictions.” [Hebrews 10:32.] They “had
trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and
imprisonment.” [Hebrews 11:36, 37, 38.] Great numbers sealed their
testimony with their blood. Noble and slave, rich and poor, learned and
ignorant, were alike slain without mercy. “ GC88 39.2




“These persecutions, beginning under Nero about the time of the
martyrdom of Paul, continued with greater or less fury for centuries. Christians
were falsely accused of the most dreadful crimes, and declared to be the cause
of great calamities—famine, pestilence, and earthquake. As they became the
objects of popular hatred and suspicion, informers stood ready, for the sake of
gain, to betray the innocent. They were condemned as rebels against the empire,
as foes of religion, and pests to society. Great numbers were thrown to wild
beasts or burned alive in the amphitheaters. Some were crucified; others were
covered with the skins of wild animals, and thrust into the arena to be torn by
dogs. Their punishment was often made the chief entertainment at public fetes.
Vast multitudes assembled to enjoy the sight, and greeted their dying agonies
with laughter and applause.” GC 88 40.1

“Wherever they sought refuge, the followers of Christ were hunted like
beasts of prey. They were forced to seek concealment in desolate and solitary
places. “Destitute, afflicted, tormented; of whom the world was not worthy;
they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.”
[Hebrews 11:36, 37, 38.] The catacombs afforded shelter for thousands.
Beneath the hills outside the city of Rome, long galleries had been tunneled
through earth and rock; the dark and intricate network of passages extended for
miles beyond the city walls. In these underground retreats, the followers of
Christ buried their dead; and here also, when suspected and proscribed, they
found a home. When the Life-giver shall awaken those who have fought the
good fight, many a martyr for Christ's sake will come forth from those gloomy
caverns.” GC 88 40.2

“Under the fiercest persecution, these witnesses for Jesus kept their faith
unsullied. Though deprived of every comfort, shut away from the light of the
sun, making their home in the dark but friendly bosom of the earth, they uttered
no complaint. With words of faith, patience, and hope, they encouraged one
another to endure privation and distress. The loss of every earthly blessing
could not force them to renounce their belief in Christ. Trials and persecution
were but steps bringing them nearer their rest and their reward.” GC 88 41.1




“Like God's servants of old, many were “tortured, not accepting
deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection.” [Hebrews 11:35.]
These called to mind the words of their Master, that when persecuted for
Christ's sake they were to be exceeding glad; for great would be their reward in
Heaven; for so the prophets had been persecuted before them. They rejoiced
that they were accounted worthy to suffer for the truth, and songs of triumph
ascended from the midst of crackling flames. Looking upward by faith, they
saw Christ and angels leaning over the battlements of Heaven, gazing upon
them with the deepest interest, and regarding their steadfastness with approval.
A voice came down to them from the throne of God, “Be thou faithful unto
death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” GC 88 41.2

“In vain were Satan's efforts to destroy the church of Christ by violence.
The great controversy in which the disciples of Jesus yielded up their lives, did
not cease when these faithful standard-bearers fell at their post. By defeat they
conquered. God's workmen were slain, but his work went steadily forward. The
gospel continued to spread, and the number of its adherents to increase. It
penetrated into regions that were inaccessible, even to the eagles of Rome. Said
a Christian, expostulating with the heathen rulers who were urging forward the
persecution: “You may torment, afflict, and vex us. Your wickedness puts our
weakness to the test, but your cruelty is of no avail. It is but a stronger
invitation to bring others to our persuasion. The more we are mowed down, the
more we spring up again. The blood of the Christians is seed.” GC 88 41.3

“Thousands were imprisoned and slain; but others sprung up to fill their
places. And those who were martyred for their faith were secured to Christ, and
accounted of him as conquerors. They had fought the good fight, and they were
to receive the crown of glory when Christ should come. The sufferings which
they endured brought Christians nearer to one another and to their Redeemer.
Their living example and dying testimony were a constant witness for the truth;
and, where least expected, the subjects of Satan were leaving his service, and
enlisting under the banner of Christ.” GC 88 42.1




«Said the Saviour to His disciples, foreseeing the doubts that would press
upon their souls in days of trial and darkness: “Remember the word that I said
unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted Me,
they will also persecute you.” John 15:20. Jesus suffered for us more than any
of His followers can be made to suffer through the cruelty of wicked men.
Those who are called to endure torture and martyrdom are but following in the
steps of God's dear Son.” GC 47.1

e [saiah 13:12

I will make a man more precious than fine gold, even a man than the
golden wedge of Ophir.

“Christ dwells in him who receives him by faith. Tho trials may come
upon the soul, yet the Lord's presence will be with us. The burning bush in
which was the Lord's presence did not consume away. The fire did not
extinguish a fiber of the branches. Thus will it be with the feeble human
agent who puts his trust in Christ. The furnace fire of temptation may burn,
persecution and trial may come, but only the dross will be consumed. The
gold will shine brighter because of the process of purification.” ST March 5,
1896, par. 2




