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Another year has passed. . . .
How thankful we can be to dwell
still in the land of the living! God
has graciously entrusted us with a
little more time; let us rejoice and
be glad in it. The year-end Week of
Prayer always provides a fruitful
opportunity to examine our hearts
and draw closer to fellow believers
who likewise cherish our precious
faith in the soon coming of Jesus.

This year, our focus will be on
a dynamic, energizing mission—
that of spreading the present truth
into all the world. The sooner this
mission is carried out, the better for
everyone!

“Our General, who never makes
a mistake, says to us, Advance.
Enter new territory. Lift up the
standard, establish memorials in
every place. Let it be known that
God has a people upon the earth
who have not forgotten that He
has a law, binding upon all human
intelligences.”!

As we prayerfully go through
these readings on the theme, Going
Into All the World, with the aim
of actively carrying out this vital
mission, our joy will flow forth in
great measure.

Let us be sure to share the
tremendous blessing of these
readings with others who may be
isolated or homebound, plus to
remember the following dates:

It is our prayer that this Week
of Prayer may fervently inspire
each of us indeed to go forth in
faithful action as instruments of
light, piercing through the world’s
darkness. Amen.

1 The Australasian Union Conference Record,
January 1, 1900.

Subscription rates:

United States: $18.00; Foreign countries: $16.00 plus shipping;
Single issue: $4.00 plus shipping
https://subscriptions.reformationherald.com

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Reformation Herald,
P 0. Box 7240, ROANOKE, VA 24019.

Vol. 66, No. 4; Copyright © 2025 October—December issue.

lllustrations: Adobe Stock on the front cover; Freepik on pp. 3, 6, 8, 11, 12,
17,19, 20, 23, 28, 31; Midjourney on pp. 4, 16, 21, 25, 32.



by
| 5

Most of us are familiar with the experience of Philip
when called to speak to an influential man from Ethiopia.

“The angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise,

and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down
from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. And he arose
and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of
great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians,
who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to
Jerusalem for to worship, was returning, and sitting in his
chariot read Esaias the prophet. Then the Spirit said unto
Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. And Philip
ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias,
and said, Understandest thou what thou readest? And he
said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And
he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him.
. Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same

scripture, and preached unto him Jesus” (Acts 8:26-31, 35).

This is not just a story, but a real historic event. Do we
always consider how highly relevant it is to every one of
us right now?

“This Ethiopian represented a large class who need
to be taught by such missionaries as Philip —men who
will hear the voice of God and go where He sends them.
There are many who are reading the Scriptures who can-
not understand their true import. All over the world men
and women are looking wistfully to heaven. Prayers and
tears and inquiries go up from souls longing for light,
for grace, for the Holy Spirit. Many are on the verge of
the kingdom, waiting only to be gathered in.

“An angel guided Philip to the one who was seeking
for light and who was ready to receive the gospel, and to-
day angels will guide the footsteps of those workers who
will allow the Holy Spirit to sanctify their tongues and
refine and ennoble their hearts. The angel sent to Philip
could himself have done the work for the Ethiopian, but
this is not God’s way of working. It is His plan that men
are to work for their fellowmen.
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“In the trust given to the first disciples, believers in
every age have shared. Everyone who has received the
gospel has been given sacred truth to impart to the world.
God'’s faithful people have always been aggressive mis-
sionaries, consecrating their resources to the honor of His
name and wisely using their talents in His service.

“The unselfish labor of Christians in the past should be to
us an object lesson and an inspiration. The members of God’s
church are to be zealous of good works, separating from
worldly ambition and walking in the footsteps of Him who
went about doing good. With hearts filled with sympathy
and compassion, they are to minister to those in need of help,
bringing to sinners a knowledge of the Saviour’s love. Such
work calls for laborious effort, but it brings a rich reward.
Those who engage in it with sincerity of purpose will see
souls won to the Saviour, for the influence that attends the
practical carrying out of the divine commission is irresistible.

"Not upon the ordained minister only rests the re-
sponsibility of going forth to fulfill this commission. Ev-
eryone who has received Christ is called to work for the
salvation of his fellowmen....

“The Saviour’s commission is given to all who be-
lieve in His name. God will send forth into His vineyard
many who have not been dedicated to the ministry by the
laying on of hands.”!

“In the experience of Philip and the Ethiopian is pre-
sented the work to which the Lord calls His people. . . .
There are those in the world who are reading the Scrip-
tures, but who cannot understand their import. The men
and women who have a knowledge of God are needed to
explain the word to these souls.”?

If you’ve been blessed with this knowledge, you're one

of them! &7

References:

' The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 109, 110 [Empha3|s added.]
2 Testimonies for the Church, vol. 8, p.5
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The call to place all on the altar
of service comes to each one. We
are not all asked to serve as Elisha
served, nor are we all bidden to
sell everything we have; but God
asks us to give His service the first
place in our lives, to allow no day
to pass without doing something to
advance His work in the earth. He
does not expect from all the same
kind of service. One may be called
to ministry in a foreign land; anoth-
er may be asked to give of his means
for the support of gospel work. God
accepts the offering of each. It is the
consecration of the life and all its in-
terests, that is necessary. Those who
make this consecration will hear and
obey the call of Heaven.

To everyone who becomes a par-
taker of His grace, the Lord appoints
a work for others. Individually we
are to stand in our lot, saying, “Here
am I; send me.” Whether a man be a
minister of the Word or a physician,
whether he be merchant or farmer,
professional man or mechanic, the
responsibility rests upon him. It is
his work to reveal to others the gos-
pel of their salvation. Every enter-
prise in which he engages should be
a means to this end.!

How do I begin?

No one need wait until called to
some distant field before beginning
to help others. Wherever you are,

i
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you can begin at once. Opportuni-
ties are within the reach of every-
one. Take up the work for which
you are held responsible —the work
that should be done in your home
and in your neighborhood. Wait not
for others to urge you to action. In
the fear of God, go forward without
delay, bearing in mind your individ-
ual responsibility to Him who gave
His life for you. Act as if you heard
Christ calling upon you personally
to do your utmost in His service.
Look not to see who else is ready. If
you are truly consecrated, God will,
through your instrumentality, bring
into the truth others whom he can
use as channels to convey light to
many who are groping in darkness.
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All can do something. In an ef-
fort to excuse themselves, some
say, “My home duties, my children,
claim my time and my means.”
Parents, your children should be
your helping hand, increasing your
power and ability to work for the
Master. Children are the younger
members of the Lord’s family. They
should be led to consecrate them-
selves to God, whose they are by
creation and by redemption. They
should be taught that all their pow-
ers of body, mind, and soul are his.
They should be trained to help in
various kinds of unselfish service.
Do not allow your children to be
hindrances. With you the children
should share spiritual as well as
physical burdens. By helping others
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they increase their own happiness
and usefulness.?

It is God’s purpose that His
people shall be a sanctified, purified,
holy people, communicating light
to all around them. It is His purpose
that, by exemplifying the truth in
their lives, they shall be a praise in
the earth. The grace of Christ is suffi-
cient to bring this about. But let God’s
people remember that only as they
believe and work out the principles
of the gospel can He make them a
praise in the earth. Only as they use
their God-given capabilities in His
service will they enjoy the fullness
and power of the promise whereon
the church has been called to stand. If
those who profess to believe in Christ
as their Saviour reach only the low
standard of worldly measurement,
the church fails to bear the rich har-
vest that God expects. “Found want-
ing” is written upon her record. . . .

The disciples were not to wait for
the people to come to them. They
were to go to the people, hunting for
sinners as a shepherd hunts for lost
sheep. Christ opened the world be-
fore them as their field of labor. They
were to go “into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature.”
Mark 16:15. It was of the Saviour that
they were to preach, of His life of un-
selfish service, His death of shame,
His unparalleled, unchanging love.
His name was to be their watchword,
their band of union. In His name
they were to subdue the strongholds
of sin. Faith in His name was to mark
them as Christians.

Giving the disciples further
directions, Christ said: “Ye shall
receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye
shall be witnesses unto Me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth.” “But tarry ye in
the city of Jerusalem, until ye be
endued with power from on high.”
Acts 1:8; Luke 24:49.

In obedience to the word of their
Master the disciples assembled in
Jerusalem to wait for the fulfillment
of God’s promise. Here they spent
ten days, days of deep heart search-
ing. They put away all differences
and drew close together in Christian
fellowship.

At the end of ten days the Lord
fulfilled His promise by a wonderful
outpouring of His Spirit. “Suddenly
there came a sound from heaven
as of a rushing mighty wind, and it
filled all the house where they were
sitting. And there appeared unto
them cloven tongues like as of fire,
and it sat upon each of them. And
they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost, and began to speak with oth-
er tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance.” “And the same day there
were added unto them about three
thousand souls.” Acts 2:2-4, 41.

“And they went forth, and
preached everywhere, the Lord
working with them, and confirm-
ing the word with signs following.”
Mark 16:20. Notwithstanding the
fierce opposition that the disciples
met, in a short time the gospel of the
kingdom had been sounded to all
the inhabited parts of the earth.

The commission given to the dis-
ciples is given also to us. Today, as
then, a crucified and risen Saviour
is to be uplifted before those who
are without God and without hope
in the world. The Lord calls for pas-
tors, teachers, and evangelists. From
door to door His servants are to
proclaim the message of salvation.
To every nation, kindred, tongue,
and people the tidings of pardon
through Christ are to be carried.

Not with tame, lifeless utterance
is the message to be given, but with
clear, decided, stirring utterances.
Hundreds are waiting for the warn-
ing to escape for their lives. The
world needs to see in Christians an
evidence of the power of Christian-
ity. Not merely in a few places, but
throughout the world, messengers
of mercy are needed. From every
country is heard the cry: “Come
over, . .. and help us.” Rich and
poor, high and low, are calling for
light. Men and women are hunger-
ing for the truth as it is in Jesus.
When they hear the gospel preached
with power from on high, they will
know that the banquet is spread for
them, and they will respond to the
call: “Come; for all things are now
ready.” Luke 14:17.

The words “Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to
every creature” (Mark 16:15) are



spoken to each one of Christ’s fol-
lowers. All who are ordained unto
the life of Christ are ordained to
work for the salvation of their fellow
men. The same longing of soul that
He felt for the saving of the lost is to
be manifest in them. Not all can fill
the same place, but for all there is a
place and a work. All upon whom
God’s blessings have been bestowed
are to respond by actual service;
every gift is to be employed for the
advancement of His kingdom.

An unchanging promise

Christ made full provision for
the prosecution of the work entrust-
ed to the disciples, and took upon
Himself the responsibility of its
success. So long as they obeyed His
word, and worked in connection
with Him, they could not fail. Go to
all nations, He bade them. Go to the
farthest part of the habitable globe,
but know that My presence will be
there. Labor in faith and confidence,
for the time will never come when I
will forsake you.

To us also the promise of Christ’s
abiding presence is given. The lapse
of time has wrought no change in
His parting promise. He is with us
today as truly as He was with the
disciples, and He will be with us
“even unto the end.”

“Go forth preaching the gospel
to all nations,” the Saviour says to
us, “that they may become children
of God. I am with you in this work,
teaching, guiding, comforting,
strengthening you, giving you suc-

LIS notonly upon those who preach the word
thatGod has placed the respongibility of seeking
[0 $ave sinners. He has given this work to all. Our

nearts are to be so filled with the love of Christ
thatourwords of thanksaiving shall warm other
nearts. This is service that all can perform.

cess in your work of self-denial and
sacrifice. I will move upon hearts,
convincing them of sin, and turning
them from darkness to light, from
disobedience to righteousness. In
My light they shall see light. You
will meet the opposition of satanic
agencies, but put your trust in Me. I
will never fail you.”

Think you not that Christ values
those who live wholly for Him?
Think you not that He visits those
who, like the beloved John, are for
His sake in hard and trying places?
He finds His faithful ones, and holds
communion with them, encouraging
and strengthening them. And angels
of God, that excel in strength, are sent
forth by God to minister to His hu-
man workers who are speaking the
truth to those who know it not.

To the minister of the gospel
God has given the work of guiding
to Christ those who have wandered
from the narrow way. He is to be
wise and earnest in his efforts. At
the end of each year he should be
able to look back and see souls
saved as the result of his labors.
Some he is to save with fear, “pull-
ing them out of the fire; hating even
the garment spotted by the flesh,”
“holding fast the faithful word as
he hath been taught.” Jude 23; Titus
1:9. Paul’s charge to Timothy comes
to the ministers of today: “I charge
thee therefore before God, and the
Lord Jesus Christ; . . . Preach the
word; be instant in season, out of
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with
all long-suffering and doctrine.” 2
Timothy 4:1, 2.

But it is not only upon those who
preach the word that God has placed
the responsibility of seeking to save
sinners. He has given this work to
all. Our hearts are to be so filled with
the love of Christ that our words of
thanksgiving shall warm other hearts.
This is service that all can perform,
and the Lord accepts it as offered
to Himself. He makes it efficacious,
imparting to the earnest worker the
grace that reconciles man to God.

May the Lord help His people
to realize that there is earnest work
to be done. May He help them to
remember that in the home, in the
church, and in the world they are to
work the works of Christ. They are
not left to labor alone. The angels
are their helpers. And Christ is their
helper. Then let them labor faith-
fully and untiringly. In due season
they will reap if they faint not.?

Self-supporting missionaries

In many places self-supporting
missionaries can work successfully.
It was as a self-supporting mission-
ary that the apostle Paul labored in
spreading the knowledge of Christ
throughout the world. While daily
teaching the gospel in the great cit-
ies of Asia and Europe, he wrought
at the trade of a craftsman to sustain
himself and his companions. His
parting words to the elders of Ephe-
sus, showing his manner of labor,
have precious lessons for every gos-
pel worker:

“Ye know,” he said, “after what
manner | have been with you at
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all seasons: ... and how I kept back
nothing that was profitable unto
you, but have showed you, and
have taught you publicly, and from
house to house....  have coveted no
man’s silver, or gold, or apparel.
Yea, ye yourselves know, that these
hands have ministered unto my ne-
cessities, and to them that were with
me. I have showed you all things,
how that so laboring ye ought to
support the weak, and to remember
the words of the Lord Jesus, how He
said, It is more blessed to give than
to receive.” Acts 20:18-35.

Many today, if imbued with the
same spirit of self-sacrifice, could do
a good work in a similar way. Let
two or more start out together in
evangelistic work. Let them visit the
people, praying, singing, teaching,
explaining the Scriptures, and min-
istering to the sick. Some can sustain
themselves as canvassers; others,
like the apostle, can labor at some
handicraft or in other lines of effort.
As they move forward in their work,
realizing their helplessness, but
humbly depending upon God, they
gain a blessed experience. The Lord
Jesus goes before them, and among
the wealthy and the poor they find
favor and help.

Those who have been trained for
medical missionary work in foreign
countries should be encouraged to
go without delay where they expect
to labor, and begin work among
the people, learning the language
as they work. Very soon they will
be able to teach the simple truths of
God'’s word.

Throughout the world, messen-
gers of mercy are needed. There is a
call for Christian families to go into
communities that are in darkness
and error, to go to foreign fields, to
become acquainted with the needs
of their fellow men, and to work for
the cause of the Master. If such fam-
ilies would settle in the dark places
of the earth, places where the people
are enshrouded in spiritual gloom,
and let the light of Christ’s life shine
out through them, what a noble
work might be accomplished.

This work requires self-sacrifice.
While many are waiting to have ev-
ery obstacle removed, the work they
might do is left undone, and multi-
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tudes are dying without hope and
without God. Some for the sake of
commercial advantage, or to acquire
scientific knowledge, will venture
into unsettled regions and cheer-
fully endure sacrifice and hardship;
but how few for the sake of their
fellow men are willing to move their
families into regions that are in need
of the gospel.

To reach the people, wherever
they are, and whatever their posi-
tion or condition, and to help them
in every way possible —this is true
ministry. By such effort you may
win hearts and open a door of ac-
cess to perishing souls.

In all your work remember that
you are bound up with Christ, a
part of the great plan of redemption.
The love of Christ, in a healing, life-
giving current, is to flow through
your life. As you seek to draw oth-
ers within the circle of His love, let
the purity of your language, the un-
selfishness of your service, the joy-
fulness of your demeanor, bear wit-
ness to the power of His grace. Give
to the world so pure and righteous
a representation of Him, that men
shall behold Him in His beauty.

It is of little use to try to reform
others by attacking what we may
regard as wrong habits. Such effort
often results in more harm than
good. In His talk with the Samari-
tan woman, instead of disparag-
ing Jacob’s well, Christ presented
something better. “If thou knewest
the gift of God,” He said, “and who
it is that saith to thee, Give Me to
drink; thou wouldest have asked
of Him, and He would have given
thee living water.” John 4:10. He
turned the conversation to the trea-
sure He had to bestow, offering the
woman something better than she
possessed, even living water, the joy
and hope of the gospel.

This is an illustration of the way
in which we are to work. We must
offer men something better than that
which they possess, even the peace
of Christ, which passeth all un-
derstanding. We must tell them of
God’s holy law, the transcript of His
character, and an expression of that
which He wishes them to become.
Show them how infinitely superior
to the fleeting joys and pleasures of

the world is the imperishable glory
of heaven. Tell them of the freedom
and rest to be found in the Saviour.
“Whosoever drinketh of the water
that I shall give him shall never
thirst,” He declared. Verse 14.

Lift up Jesus, crying, “Behold,
the Lamb of God, that taketh away
the sin of the world!” John 1:29,
A.R.V. He alone can satisfy the crav-
ing of the heart and give peace to
the soul.

Of all people in the world, re-
formers should be the most unself-
ish, the most kind, the most courte-
ous. In their lives should be seen the
true goodness of unselfish deeds.
The worker who manifests a lack of
courtesy, who shows impatience at
the ignorance or waywardness of
others, who speaks hastily or acts
thoughtlessly, may close the door
to hearts so that he can never reach
them.

As the dew and the still showers
fall upon the withering plants, so
let words fall gently when seeking
to win men from error. God’s plan
is first to reach the heart. We are to
speak the truth in love, trusting in
Him to give it power for the reform-
ing of the life. The Holy Spirit will
apply to the soul the word that is
spoken in love.

Naturally we are self-centered
and opinionated. But when we
learn the lessons that Christ desires
to teach us, we become partakers
of His nature; henceforth we live
His life. The wonderful example
of Christ, the matchless tenderness
with which He entered into the feel-
ings of others, weeping with those
who wept, rejoicing with those who
rejoiced, must have a deep influence
upon the character of all who follow
Him in sincerity. By kindly words
and acts they will try to make the
path easy for weary feet.* &7

References:

' Prophets and Kings, pp. 221, 222.

2 The Review and Herald, July 29, 1902.

3 Testimonies for the Church, vol. 8, pp. 14-18.
* The Ministry of Healing, pp. 154—157.
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“Our homes must be made a
Bethel, our hearts a shrine. Wherev-
er the love of God is cherished in the
soul, there will be peace, there will
be light and joy. Jesus wants to see
happy marriages, happy firesides.”"

In the 1800’s, in the American
context, the fireside was a central
feature of home life, especially in an
era before modern heating or elec-
tricity. It was where families gath-
ered for warmth, light, and connec-
tion. Sister White uses the expres-
sion “by the fireside” to emphasize
personal, relational, and spiritual
engagement in a setting that her au-
dience would instantly recognize as
familiar and meaningful. So, for her,
we could say, “by the fireside” isn’t
just a physical location; it’s a symbol
of closeness, trust, and opportunity
for influence in order to instruct
those of a household to live up to

the light God has given His people
and share it with everyone in the
world. Now, having this in mind, let
us consider our topic for today and
learn from the different lessons we
can get from God’s word and the
pen of Inspiration.

During my childhood, even
though my hometown was a cold
place most of the year, we didn’t have
a fireplace as such. But I remember
that our home was a place where we
could gather together as if we were
“by the fireside” during worship
time and other occasions and spend
some moments praising the Lord and
studying His word. Mom could share
with us important life lessons that I
still remember with love. She would
follow the instruction found in Prov-
erbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way
he should go: and when he is old, he

will not depart from it.” I can clearly
see in my personal experience that
those lessons were very important
in helping me make decisions that
would determine whether I would
follow the Lord or not. I thank the
Lord for His Word and the promises
found in it.

“In childhood and youth the
character is most impressible. The
power of self-control should then
be acquired. By the fireside and at
the family board, influences are ex-
erted whose results are as enduring
as eternity. More than any natural
endowment, the habits established
in early years decide whether a man
will be victorious or vanquished in
the battle of life.”?

We hear of Abraham, his faith,
his flaws but also of the work he did
with the ones at home—and that
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includes the people that worked

for him, his servants. He received

a promise from God: “And I will
bless them that bless thee, and curse
him that curseth thee: and in thee
shall all families of the earth be
blessed” (Genesis 12:3). Why were
all the families of the earth going to
be blessed in him? Because through
His connection with Christ, he set
an example in obeying God’s voice,
as we read in Genesis 26:5, “Because
that Abraham obeyed my voice,
and kept my charge, my command-
ments, my statutes, and my laws.”
Not only that, but he was going to
teach and instruct his family in the
ways of the Lord who testified, “For
I know him, that he will command
his children and his household
after him, and they shall keep the
way of the Lorp, to do justice and
judgment; that the Lorp may bring
upon Abraham that which he hath
spoken of him” (Genesis 18:19).
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However, he was not alone in this
undertaking. Sarah, his wife, was
with him and they both did an ex-
cellent job “by the fireside” since
they closely instructed everyone

in their home as they journeyed to
the land of promise: “Among these
were many led by higher consider-
ations than those of service and self-
interest. During their stay in Haran,
both Abraham and Sarah had led
others to the worship and service
of the true God. These attached
themselves to the patriarch’s house-
hold, and accompanied him to the
land of promise.”® From Abraham
and Sarah’s experience in working
together for the kingdom of God,
it’s clearly evident that both father
and mother play an important role
in educating their household in the
ways of the Lord.

Parents and families

In my ministry, at different op-
portunities, while visiting families, I
have participated in worship times
with them “by the fireside” It is
beautiful to observe the diligence
and the effort parents make in or-
der to have this important time as a
family. It's a blessing to be praying,
praising, and reading together, set-
ting aside a specific time to come
together to worship our Lord and
have in-depth conversations about
spiritual things. Thus they are ful-
filling their duty to lift up Emmanu-
el’s blood-stained banner against the
darts of the enemy. It's important to
remember that the family is the best
missionary field.

“Parents should talk to their
little ones of Jesus, and of the plan
of salvation. They should weave
precious lessons of the life and
character of Christ into their chil-
dren’s minds that they may become
the followers of Christ and heirs of
eternal life. There is much talk of
foreign missionary work, but the
home work is neglected. The great-
est mission field is right at your
fireside, and the great need is that
of fathers and mothers in Israel.
When parents begin to realize the
great responsibility that rests upon
them, they will take up this home
missionary work, and train their

children for heaven. They will give
their little ones line upon line, and
precept upon precept.”*“Our work
for Christ is to begin with the fam-
ily in the home. The education of
the youth should be of a different
order from that which has been
given in the past. Their welfare de-
mands far more labor than has been
given them. There is no missionary
field more important than this. By
precept and example parents are to
teach their children to labor for the
unconverted. The children should
be so educated that they will sym-
pathize with the aged and afflicted
and will seek to alleviate the suf-
ferings of the poor and distressed.
They should be taught to be dili-
gent in missionary work; and from
their earliest years self-denial and
sacrifice for the good of others and
the advancement of Christ’s cause
should be inculcated, that they may
be laborers together with God.
“But if they ever learn to do
genuine missionary work for oth-
ers, they must first learn to labor for
those at home, who have a natural
right to their offices of love. Every
child should be trained to bear his
respective share of service in the
home. He should never be ashamed
to use his hands in lifting home
burdens or his feet in running er-
rands. While thus engaged, he will
not go into paths of negligence and
sin. How many hours are wasted
by children and youth which might
be spent in taking upon their strong
young shoulders, and assisting to

Here, inworking for the
Lord, we are urged to meet
people where they're
comfortable, in their homes,
and use thatintimate space
fo share faith. The fireside
setting implies a relaxed,
personal interaction,
Incontrastto formal
Sermons or punlic

debates.



lift, the family responsibilities which
some one must bear, thus showing a
loving interest in father and mother.
They are also to be rooted in the
true principles of health reform and
the care of their own bodies.”>

Yet, “by many this home field
has been shamefully neglected, and
it is time that divine resources and
remedies were presented, that this
state of evil may be corrected. What
excuse can the professed followers
of Christ offer for neglecting to train
their children to work for Him?”¢

Dear parents, at home, our youth
need special care since we see the
evils of the world constantly increas-
ing. “The giant evil of intemperance
is doing its baleful work in our land.
Satan has his agents everywhere,
who are instruments in his hands,
to allure and ruin our youth. Shall
not the voice of warning be heard
at our own fireside? Shall we not,
by precept and example, lead our
youth to desire to reach high attain-
ments, to have noble aims and holy
purposes? This work is not a light,
or a small work; but it is a work that
will pay. One youth who has been
instructed by right home-training,
will bring solid timbers into his char-
acter-building, and by his example
and life, if his powers are rightly
employed, he will become a power in
our world to lead others upward and
onward in the path of righteousness.
The salvation of one soul is the sal-
vation of many souls.””

In the book Evangelism, for ex-
ample, the Lord’s messenger makes
the appeal: “To all who are working
with Christ I would say, Wherever
you can gain access to the people by
the fireside, improve your opportu-
nity. Take your Bible, and open be-
fore them its great truths.”® Here, in
working for the Lord, we are urged
to meet people where they’re com-
fortable, in their homes, and use that
intimate space to share faith. The
fireside setting implies a relaxed,
personal interaction, in contrast to
formal sermons or public debates. A
heart-to-heart approach is encour-
aged in spreading God’s message,
which aligns with the broader em-
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phasis on practical Christianity and
personal ministry.

Another important appeal to
those of us involved in the minis-
try and Bible work, “My brethren
in the ministry, open your doors
to young men who are exposed to
temptation. Come near to them by
personal effort. Evil invites them on
every hand. Seek to interest them
in that which will help them to live
the higher life. Do not hold your-
self aloof from them. Bring them
to your fireside; invite them to join
you around the family altar. Let us
remember the claim of God upon us
to make the path to heaven bright
and attractive.”’

“I saw that ministers who la-
bored in word and doctrine have
a great work before them, and a
heavy responsibility rests upon
them. I saw that when they labor
they do not come close enough to
hearts. Their work is too general,
and often too scattered. Their labor
must be concentrated to the very
ones they are laboring for. When
they are preaching in the desk, their
work is only commenced. They
must then live out their preaching,
ever guard themselves, that they
bring not a reproach upon the cause
of God. They should illustrate by
example the life of Christ. 1 Corin-
thians 3:9. ‘For we are laborers to-
gether with God.” 2 Corinthians 6:1.
“We then as workers together with
him beseech you also that ye receive
not the grace of God in vain.” The
minister’s work is not done when
he leaves the desk. He should not
then throw off the burden and oc-
cupy his mind with reading or writ-
ing, unless it is actually necessary;
but should follow up his public
labors by private efforts—laboring
personally for souls whenever an
opportunity presents —conversing
around the fireside, beseeching and
entreating souls in Christ’s stead to
be reconciled to God. Our work here
is soon to close, ‘and every man will
receive his own reward according to
his own labor.” 71

“Tt is this fireside effort, this home
work, that is attended with signal
success. Try it, brethren in the minis-
try. Some of our ministers do not love
this kind of labor. They shun it. There

is a cross attached to such personal
efforts, but this is the labor the people
must have if they embrace unpopular
truth. In this close contact with souls
who are in darkness, our light may
shine more effectually, directly upon
the darkness, and they will see by our
deportment, our conversation, our
solemn yet cheerful, courteous man-
ners, that the grace of God is with
us, and that the peace of heaven is
brought into their homes. They will
be charmed with the truth which is
attended with such blessed results.”!!
The following quote is part
of the remarks addressed to the
ministers assembled in General
Conference capacity at Battle Creek,
Michigan, in their morning meeting
held November 9, 1883: “What a
sacred trust God has committed
to us in making us his servants to
aid in the work of saving souls. He
has intrusted to us great truths, a
most solemn, testing message for
the world. Our duty is not simply
to preach, but to minister, to come
close to hearts, to put forth personal
efforts by the fireside. We should
use our intrusted talents with skill
and wisdom, that we may present
the precious light of truth in the
most pleasing manner, the way best
calculated to win souls.”*?

The Lord Jesus gave His people a
commission that should immediately
be obeyed. We read in Matthew
28:19, 20 “Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world. Amen.” It
is our privilege to hear and act upon
these words. “It is not God'’s purpose
that ministers should be left to do the
greatest part of the work of sowing
the seeds of truth. Men who are not
called to the gospel ministry are to be
encouraged to labor for the Master
according to their several ability.
Hundreds of men and women now
idle could do acceptable service. By
carrying the truth into the homes
of their neighbors and friends, they
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could do a great work for the Master.
God is no respecter of persons.

He will use humble, devoted
Christians who have the love of the
truth in their hearts. Let such ones
engage in service for him by doing
house-to-house work. Sitting by

the fireside, such men—if humble,
discreet, and godly —can do more to
meet the real needs of families than
could a minister.”’ For everyone
who engages in this important work,
the fireside becomes a natural stage
to share the gospel and lessons on
family, faith, and outreach. “The
presentation of the truth, in love

and simplicity, from house to house,
is in harmony with the instruction
that Christ gave His disciples when
He sent them out on their first
missionary tour. By songs of praise,
by humble, heartfelt prayers, many
will be reached. The divine Worker
will be present to send conviction to
hearts. ‘I am with you always,” is His
promise. With the assurance of the
abiding presence of such a helper, we
may labor with faith and hope and
courage.”! So, do you want to be
used by God as a humble instrument
in leading others to the foot of the
cross?

“One of the most effective ways
in which light can be communicated
is by private personal effort. In the
home circle, at your neighbor’s fire-
side, at the bedside of the sick, in a
quiet way you may read the Scrip-
tures and speak a word for Jesus
and the truth. Thus you may sow
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precious seed that will spring up
and bring forth fruit.”'

God’s appeal

As we studied today, there is
an important work to be done “by
the fireside,” either our own or
someone else’s. As a church, we
need to understand that spiritual
work isn’t confined to church—it
is most effective in everyday, pri-
vate moments. The fireside, in this
understanding, is a prime spot for
building relationships and planting
seeds of faith and truth away from
the stiffness of formal settings. Dear
Reform Movement family, let us
ask the Lord to open our minds and
hearts to receive this message and
take home the following appeal He
has for you and for me as we close
this topic:

“The Lord will investigate the
use we have made of the talents He
has entrusted to us. He has paid
the wages of His own blood and
His own self-denial and sacrifice
and sufferings, to secure the willing
service of every soul as a laborer
together with God. If only all felt
their accountability to God wisely to
employ the gifts in talents entrusted,
what a revenue would be brought to
God through Jesus Christ! The one
talent may and will increase by use.
The supposed lowliest gift, the hum-
blest service, may reach minds and
influence hearts that those who pos-
sess larger talents could not touch.

NOW, now, now I$ our most favorable
time towork. Individual visitation
IS 0T greatvalue. Inlove for Jesus
Ghristand love for human souls the
{ruthis to be carried to every ramily,
talked of by every fireside thatitis
p0SSible foryou to find access to.

“Now, now, now is our most
favorable time to work. Individual
visitation is of great value. In love
for Jesus Christ and love for human
souls the truth is to be carried to
every family, talked of by every
fireside that it is possible for you to
find access to. . . . Bear in mind that
the Holy Spirit is the worker. The
human agent working for God is not
alone. . ..

“Labor in perseverance, in ten-
derness, compassion, prayerfulness,
and love will do more than sermons.
The Lord Jesus, in giving His life
for the saving of the world from the
curse of sin, intended greater things
than our eyes have yet witnessed.
The Holy Spirit is waiting for chan-
nels through whom to work. . ..
Satan will not always triumph. The
Spirit of God will be poured out
upon the church just as soon as the
vessels are prepared to receive it.”1°

May the Lord richly bless us and
help us to do this work by the fire-
side, Amen! &
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The phrase uttered by Jesus,
“Give ye them to eat,” resonates
deeply as a call to care and respon-
sibility towards others. Found in
Matthew 14:16, it is embedded in the
well-known story of the first mul-
tiplication of the loaves and fishes.
However, besides telling of one of the

; most iconic miracles in the Bible, this
passage also contains fundamental
lessons about compassion, generosity
and Christian service, which all chal-
lenge the church today to take prac-
tical action in a world facing major
challenges such as hunger.

Hunger right now

Today, hunger is a devastating
global problem. “According to United
Nations reports, in 2023 alone, ac-
cording to SOFI 2024, around 733 mil-
lion people will suffer from hunger
around the world.”* It's as if one in
every 11 people in the world is hun-
gry and this number is increasing due
to factors such as social inequality,
economic crises, and armed conflicts.

-

This reality contrasts sharply with the
vy ount of food produced worldwide,
ich shows that the problem is not

-

a lack of resources, but poor distribu-
tion and a lack of action.

When Jesus said, “Give ye them
to eat,” He challenged His disciples
to face a situation that seemed impos-
sible—just as the challenge of feed-
ing millions of hungry people might
seem today. However, just as on that
occasion, Christ’s message points to
the shared responsibility of His fol-
lowers to meet the physical and spiri-
tual needs of those who suffer.

The Bible context

The miracle of the multiplication
f the loaves took place shortly after
e news of John the Baptist’s death.
- It was possibly because the disciples
were exhausted and saddened by
John’s death that Jesus withdrew
with the disciples to a desert place for
a time of refreshment. “When Jesus
heard of it, he departed thence by
ship into a desert place apart” (Mat-
thew 14:13). Christ’s invitation to rest
is an expression of His pastoral care
for His disciples. But the desired rest
was soon interrupted, as the crowds
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discovered where He had gone and
followed Him on foot. “The people
saw them departing, and many knew
him, and ran afoot thither out of all
cities, and outwent them, and came
together unto him” (Mark 6:33).

“The Passover was at hand, and,
from far and near, bands of pilgrims
on their way to Jerusalem gathered
to see Jesus. Additions were made
to their number, until there were as-
sembled five thousand men besides
women and children. Before Christ
reached the shore, a multitude were
waiting for Him.”?

Compassion for the crowd

The loving Saviour never hesi-
tates to meet our needs. He takes
pity on the crowd, welcomes them
and heals their sick. “And Jesus
went forth, and saw a great multi-
tude, and was moved with compas-
sion toward them, and he healed
their sick” (Matthew 14:14).

In the New Testament, “to have
compassion” expresses the highest de-
gree of sympathy for those who suffer,
usually in reference to the actions of
Jesus Christ. (See also Matthew 15:32;
20:34; Mark 1:41; Luke 7:13.)

Jesus never dismisses a person
without attending to all their needs.
Although interrupted in His rest,
leaving His retreat, He did three
things to attend to them:

1. He taught the multitudes about
the kingdom of God, thus meeting
the needs of the mind.

2. He healed the sick, thus meeting
their physical needs.

3. He fed the entire crowd with
bread as a symbol of the bread from
heaven (John 6:22-40).

Thus, Jesus met their mental,
physical, and spiritual needs.

The disciples’ concern

It had been a busy day of activ-
ity. Jesus had taught and healed the
sick in the crowd, but the disciples
were now worried about how to feed
the multitude. Realizing where they
were, they approached Jesus, express-

ing their concern and suggesting that
He send the people away to look for
food in the surrounding villages.

“At the end of the day, the dis-
ciples approached Jesus and said,
This is a desert place, and now the
time is far passed: Send them away,
that they may go into the country
round about, and into the villages,
and buy themselves bread: for they
have nothing to eat” (Mark 6:35, 36).
The disciples did not see how they
could provide the crowd with food;
it was beyond their budget, and for
them there was no other solution
but simply to send the crowd away.
Everything was unfavorable; the
place was remote, the hour was late,
the crowd was large, and they didn’t
have enough money. With a vision
of scarcity, the disciples emphasized
what they did not have.

Christ’s command

Listening carefully to the dis-
ciples’ suggestion, “Jesus said unto
them, They need not depart; give
ye them to eat” (Matthew 14:16).
Christ’s command was unexpected
and disturbing, so the disciples had
three challenges:

1. The crowd was large—>5,000 men,
not counting women and children.
2. They were in a desert far from the
city with nowhere to buy food.

3. They didn’t have enough money.

The disciples were clearly at a
dead end —with logistical problems,
a lack of resources, and a hungry
crowd.

Yet they agreed to give the few
morsels they had into Christ’s
hands, because “He said, Bring
them hither to me” (Matthew 14:18).
That little was miraculously multi-
plied, and everyone was filled. The
miracle teaches us that, even with
limited resources, God can accom-
plish great things through people
who are willing to serve.

When Jesus commanded the
disciples to feed the people, He was
evoking the principle of the church’s
responsibility to care for the vul-
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nerable that He had spoken about
through the prophet Isaiah. Christ,
through the prophet, commanded,
“Deal thy bread to the hungry;”
“Bring the poor that are cast out to
thy house;” “When thou seest the
naked, . .. cover him” (Isaiah 58:7).

The Lord has clearly command-
ed us: “Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature”
(Mark 16:15). “But how often our
hearts sink, and faith fails us, as we
see how great is the need, and how
small the means in our hands. Like
Andrew looking upon the five bar-
ley loaves and the two little fishes,
we exclaim, “What are they among
so many?’ Often we hesitate, unwill-
ing to give all that we have, fearing
to spend and to be spent for oth-
ers. But Jesus has bidden us, ‘Give
ye them to eat.” His command is a
promise; and behind it is the same
power that fed the multitude beside
the sea.”?

The call of the church

The phrase, “Give ye them to
eat,” goes beyond the context of
providing physical food. It is a call
for the church, as the body of Christ,
to meet people’s spiritual, emotional
and material needs. Jesus did not
allow the disciples to shirk their re-
sponsibility to care for the crowds,
and this same principle should
guide us in the church today.

“In the Saviour’s miracle of feed-
ing the five thousand is illustrated the
working of God’s power in the pro-
duction of the harvest. Jesus draws
aside the veil from the world of na-
ture and reveals the creative energy
that is constantly exercised for our
good. In multiplying the seed cast
into the ground, He who multiplied
the loaves is working a miracle every
day. It is by miracle that He constant-
ly feeds millions from earth’s harvest
fields. Men are called upon to co-
operate with Him in the care of the
grain and the preparation of the loaf,
and because of this they lose sight
of the divine agency. The working
of His power is ascribed to natural
causes or to human instrumentality,
and too often His gifts are perverted
to selfish uses and made a curse in-
stead of a blessing. God is seeking to
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change all this. He desires that our
dull senses shall be quickened to dis-
cern His merciful kindness, that His
gifts may be to us the blessing that
He intended.

“It is the word of God, the im-
partation of His life, that gives life
to the seed; and of that life, we, in
eating the grain, become partakers.
This, God desires us to discern; He
desires that even in receiving our
daily bread we may recognize His
agency and may be brought into
closer fellowship with Him.

“By the laws of God in nature,
effect follows cause with unvary-
ing certainty. The reaping testifies
to the sowing. Here no pretense is
tolerated. Men may deceive their
fellow men and may receive praise
and compensation for service which
they have not rendered. But in na-
ture there can be no deception.”*

“In the harvest the seed is mul-
tiplied. A single grain of wheat,
increased by repeated sowings,
would cover a whole land with
golden sheaves. So widespread
may be the influence of a single
life, of even a single act.”®

Further commenting on the
miracle of the multiplication of the
loaves and fishes, We read in the
Spirit of Prophecy: “In Christ’s act of
supplying the temporal necessities
of a hungry multitude is wrapped
up a deep spiritual lesson for all His
workers. Christ received from the
Father; He imparted to the disciples;
they imparted to the multitude; and
the people to one another. So all who
are united to Christ will receive from
Him the bread of life, the heavenly
food, and impart it to others.”®

The hunger Jesus speaks of can
be understood in a broader way.
Many people around us are hungry
for justice, peace, love, and hope.
The church has a mission to be a
source of spiritual and emotional
nourishment for a world in crisis.
The apostle James reinforces this
truth by emphasizing the impor-
tance of faith accompanied by con-
crete actions: “If a brother or sister
be naked, and destitute of daily
food, And one of you say unto them,
Depart in peace, be ye warmed and
filled; notwithstanding ye give them
not those things which are needful

to the body; what doth it profit?”
(James 2:15, 16). Likewise, in his
first epistle, John asks, “But whoso
hath this world’s good, and seeth
his brother have need, and shutteth
up his bowels of compassion from
him, how dwelleth the love of God
in him?” (1 John 3:17).

Today’s world is full of “hungry
crowds” in search of meaning, belong-
ing and hope. The church is called to
be a generous community, ready to
share the bread of life and bring the
transforming message of Christ.

Our role in multiplying

It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by
the magnitude of global problems
such as hunger. How can we, with
our limited resources, make a dif-
ference in the face of such a huge
problem? The story of the multiplica-
tion of the loaves reminds us that, in
Christ’s hands, even the little we have
can be multiplied to serve many.

“Blessings, both temporal and
spiritual, will accompany those
who impart to the needy that which
they receive from the Master. Jesus
worked a miracle to feed the five
thousand, a tired, hungry multi-
tude. He chose a pleasant place in
which to accommodate the people
and commanded them to sit down.
Then He took the five loaves and the
two small fishes. No doubt many
remarks were made as to the impos-
sibility of satisfying five thousand
hungry men, besides women and
children, from that scanty store. But
Jesus gave thanks and placed the
food in the hands of the disciples
to be distributed. They gave to the
multitude, the food increasing in
their hands. And when the mul-
titude had been fed, the disciples
themselves sat down and ate with
Christ of the heaven-imparted store.
This is a precious lesson for every
one of Christ’s followers.””

Just like Jesus’ disciples in
the past, God hopes to use us as
a means of communicating His
blessings. “The disciples were the
channel of communication between
Christ and the people. This should
be a great encouragement to His
disciples today. Christ is the great
center, the source of all strength.
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His disciples are to receive their
supplies from Him. The most intel-
ligent, the most spiritually minded,
can bestow only as they receive. Of
themselves they can supply noth-
ing for the needs of the soul. We can
impart only that which we receive
from Christ; and we can receive
only as we impart to others. As we
continue imparting, we continue to
receive; and the more we impart, the
more we shall receive. Thus we may
be constantly believing, trusting, re-
ceiving, and imparting.”®

Christian institutions, missionar-
ies and volunteers around the world
are already living this reality by dedi-
cating their lives to meeting the needs
of the most vulnerable. From food
programs for the hungry to projects
offering education, health and ba-
sic care, these initiatives reflect the
love of Christ in action. What seems
small in our eyes can be the begin-
ning of a great work in God’s hands.
We don’t have to wait until we have
abundance; what we have today can
be an instrument in Christ’s hands to
accomplish the impossible.

A call to action

Christ’s request to His disciples
continues to resonate today. He
invites us to be part of His redemp-
tive work in the world, especially in
the global context of so much need.
Hunger, whether physical or spiri-
tual, still afflicts billions of people,
and Christians are called to be
God’s answer to these needs.

This call to action can begin with
small gestures: a word of encourage-
ment, a donation to those who are
in need, or even with the establish-
ment of a social assistance center in
our churches that seeks to meet the
physical and spiritual needs of our
communities. We cannot ignore the
urgency of world hunger, but as dis-
ciples of Christ, we are challenged to
act with compassion and generosity.

“Jesus did not seek to attract the
people to Him by gratifying the de-
sire for luxury. To that great throng,
weary and hungry after the long, ex-
citing day, the simple fare was an as-
surance both of His power and of His
tender care for them in the common
needs of life. The Saviour has not
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That little was miraculously multiplied, and everyone
was filled. The miracle teaches us that, even with
limited resources, God can accomplish great things
through people who are willing to serve.

promised His followers the luxuries
of the world; their lot may be shut in
by poverty; but His word is pledged
that their need shall be supplied, and
He has promised that which is better
than earthly good —the abiding com-
fort of His own presence.

“After the multitude had been fed,
there was an abundance of food left.
Jesus bade His disciples, ‘Gather up
the fragments that remain, that noth-
ing be lost.” John 6:12. These words
meant more than putting the food
into baskets. The lesson was twofold.
Nothing is to be wasted. We are to
let slip no temporal advantage. We
should neglect nothing that would
serve to benefit a human being. Let
everything be gathered up that will
relieve the necessities of earth’s hun-
gry ones. With the same carefulness
are we to treasure the bread from
heaven to satisfy the needs of the
soul. By every word of God we are
to live. Nothing that God has spoken
is to be lost. Not one word that con-
cerns our eternal salvation are we to
neglect. Not one word is to fall use-
less to the ground.””

“The disciples brought to Jesus all
they had; but He did not invite them
to eat. He bade them serve the people.
The food multiplied in His hands, and
the hands of the disciples, reaching
out to Christ, were never unfilled. The
little store was sufficient for all. When
the multitude had been fed, the dis-
ciples ate with Jesus of the precious,
heaven-supplied food.

“As we see the necessities of the
poor, the ignorant, the afflicted, how
often our hearts sink. We question,
‘“What avail our feeble strength and
slender resources to supply this ter-
rible necessity? Shall we not wait for
someone of greater ability to direct
the work, or for some organization

to undertake it?” Christ says, ‘Give
ye them to eat.” Use the means, the
time, the ability, you have. Bring
your barley loaves to Jesus.

“Though your resources may not
be sufficient to feed thousands, they
may suffice to feed one. In the hand
of Christ they may feed many. Like
the disciples, give what you have.
Christ will multiply the gift. He
will reward honest, simple reliance
upon Him. That which seemed but
a meager supply will prove to be a
rich feast.”™

Conclusion

“Give ye them to eat” is not just
an exhortation to charity, but a call
to responsibility. Jesus showed that
we don’t need to have much to
make a difference; we only need to
give what we have into His hands.
Just as the loaves and fishes were
multiplied, Christ can also multiply
our efforts and resources to feed the
hungry crowds around us spiritu-
ally and physically.

In a world where millions of peo-
ple suffer from hunger, the church
must continue to respond to this call
with compassion, as a reflection of
Christ’s love in a society so much in
need of care and hope. &7
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Jesus gives an interesting parable:
“A certain man made a great supper,
and bade many: And sent his servant
at supper time to say to them that
were bidden, Come; for all things are
now ready. And they all with one
consent began to make excuse. The
first said unto him, I have bought a
piece of ground, and I must needs
go and see it: I pray thee have me
excused. And another said, I have
bought five yoke of oxen, and I go
to prove them: I pray thee have me
excused. And another said, I have
married a wife, and therefore I can-
not come. So that servant came, and
shewed his lord these things. Then
the master of the house being angry
said to his servant, Go out quickly
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into the streets and lanes of the city,
and bring in hither the poor, and the
maimed, and the halt, and the blind.
And the servant said, Lord, it is done
as thou hast commanded, and yet
there is room. And the lord said unto
the servant, Go out into the high-
ways and hedges, and compel them
to come in, that my house may be
filled” (Luke 14:16-23).

Who are the first two groups in-
vited to this supper, and what does it
signify?

“By the great supper, Christ
represents the blessings offered
through the gospel. The provision is
nothing less than Christ Himself. He
is the bread that comes down from
heaven; and from Him the streams
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of salvation flow. The Lord’s mes-
sengers had proclaimed to the Jews
the advent of the Saviour; they had
pointed to Christ as ‘the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of
the world.” John 1:29. In the feast He
had provided, God offered to them
the greatest gift that Heaven can
bestow. . .. ‘If any man eat of this
bread,” Christ said, ‘he shall live for
ever.” John 6:51.”!

From the quote above we under-
stand two beautiful points:

1. The invitation was first given to
the Jews, which would repre-
sent Christians today as God's
chosen people. “And if ye be
Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s
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seed, and heirs according to the
promise” (Galatians 3:29).

2. As God’s servants and mes-
sengers to the world, we are
privileged to give to the world
an invitation to receive the free
gift of the bread of life, which is
Christ Himself. “And Jesus said
unto them, I am the bread of
life” (John 6:35).

The Jewish nation rejected the
invitation due to their spiritual condi-
tion—thinking they were “rich, and
increased with goods, and [in] need
of nothing” (Revelation 3:17). The
invitation was then given to a second
class of people. The master then tells
the servant in Luke 14:21, “Go out
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quickly into the streets and lanes

of the city, and bring in hither the
poor, and the maimed, and the halt,
and the blind.” This is not so much
speaking in a literal sense as itisin a
spiritual sense. If those representing
God’s people today are the spiritually
rich, then those in streets and lanes
must be those who are spiritually
poor, lame, and blind.

“The servant who brought in the
poor and the blind reported to his
master, ‘It is done as thou hast com-
manded, and yet there is room. And
the Lord said unto the servant, Go
out into the highways and hedges,
and compel them to come in, that
my house may be filled.” Here Christ
pointed to the work of the gospel out-
side the pale of Judaism, in the high-
ways and byways of the world.”?

What about the last two groups
mentioned in the parable, referenced
as the highways and hedges (or by-
ways)? These groups are referred to
by Inspiration as the people of the
world, those outside of our faith.

During recent missionary train-
ing sessions across several churches, I
highlighted our efforts—or lack there-
of —in reaching those outside our
faith. At the start of one class, I asked
the students to look around and iden-
tify how many in the room were new
believers from outside the church,
welcomed within the past five years.
In that large group, only one or two
had recently come to faith from “the
world.” This raises a critical question
for each of us: As servants of Christ,
are we actively reaching out and in-
viting others to the great feast, where
Jesus Himself is the bread of life?

We may wonder, “How am I to
do this work? Specifically, who in the
world am I to reach?” We might feel
uncertain about reaching people from
different backgrounds—whether
they be highly educated, wealthy, or
perhaps hold beliefs that differ from
traditional Christian teachings. Some
may feel distant from religious com-
munities due to personal choices,
sinful lifestyles, or cultural perspec-
tives. There is often hesitation as to
whether such individuals would be
interested in spiritual matters or open
to engaging with the church.

Many of us might assume that it
probably would not even be right

or appropriate to bring such indi-
viduals to church. These doubts can
arise when considering outreach.

To alleviate these doubits, it is valu-
able to reflect on what Inspiration
has to say about the first group to be
invited to the gospel feast—those in
the “highways.”

The highways

“The invitation to the feast was
first given to the Jewish people, the
people who had been called to stand
as teachers and leaders among men.
... When the gospel call is sent to
the Gentiles, there is the same plan
of working. The message is first
to be given ‘in the highways’—to
men who have an active part in the
world’s work, to the teachers and
leaders of the people.

“Let the Lord’s messengers bear
this in mind. To the shepherds
of the flock, the teachers divinely
appointed, it should come as a word
to be heeded. Those who belong to
the higher ranks of society are to be
sought out with tender affection and
brotherly regard. Men in business
life, in high positions of trust, men
with large inventive faculties and
scientific insight, men of genius,
teachers of the gospel whose minds
have not been called to the special
truths for this time —these should be
the first to hear the call. To them the
invitation must be given.

“There is a work to be done for
the wealthy. The wealthy man needs
your labor in the love and fear
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of God. Too often he trusts in his
riches, and feels not his danger. The
eyes of his mind need to be attracted
to things of enduring value. . ..

“Those who stand high in the
world for their education, wealth,
or calling, are seldom addressed
personally in regard to the interests
of the soul. Many Christian workers
hesitate to approach these classes.
But this should not be.”?

A dear friend of my father
belonged to this class. Sadly, at the
time of my father’s passing, I was still
“of the world.” Yet after coming to the
faith and becoming a Bible worker,

I felt compelled to reach out to my
father’s friend. He is a friendly person,
so I would visit his home and we
would have dinner. As our friendship
continued, I sought the Lord for a way
to share the gospel with him since

he was agnostic. When I visited his
home, he would show me his pottery
wheel and kiln, as he loved to make
pottery as a hobby. Several times he
asked if I would like to make pottery
with him, but I always declined, as
this did not interest me. Meanwhile,
as we continued to visit, I was praying
to find a way to share the gospel with
him. Then one day as I was praying,

I was impressed to go ahead and

take up his offer to make pottery
together —realizing that this could be
an entering wedge to share the gospel.

When I told this gentleman I
would like to learn how to make
pottery, he was very happy. The
very first time there, we had a
great experience together—and
believe it or not, I was able to share
some spiritual applications of how
Christ is the potter, and we are
the clay. After this time together, I
was able to sow a few seeds of the
gospel here and there—and our
friendship deepened. I really started
to understand more about Christ’s
method of soul-winning;:

“Christ’s method alone will give
true success in reaching the people.
The Saviour mingled with men as
one who desired their good. He
showed His sympathy for them,
ministered to their needs, and won
their confidence. Then He bade
them, ‘Follow Me.” ”* This involves
deepening relationships and
winning someone’s confidence. Then
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as we develop a closer friendship
with someone, we can better share
the gospel. Today, after 10 years,
this gentleman and I are still close
friends—and I continue to plant
seeds of truth, trusting that one day
he may be in the kingdom of heaven.

We are told by Inspiration that
Christ put much effort into this
specific class of people—and we are
also shown how He reached them.
Jesus “sought the acquaintance of the
wealthy and cultured Pharisee, the
Jewish nobleman, and the Roman
ruler. He accepted their invitations,
attended their feasts, made Himself
familiar with their interests and
occupations that He might gain
access to their hearts, and reveal to
them the imperishable riches.”>

The byways

We are also told to reach out to
those in the “byways” or “hedges.”
Speaking from the time of Moses,
the Bible mentions “the stranger,
and the fatherless, and the widow,
which are within thy gates, shall
come, and shall eat, and be satisfied”
(Deuteronomy 14:29). Inspiration
tells us, “we are not to think only of
great and gifted men, to the neglect
of the poorer classes. Christ instructs
His messengers to go also to those in
the byways and hedges, to the poor
and lowly of the earth. In the courts
and lanes of the great cities, in the
lonely byways of the country, are
families and individuals —perhaps
strangers in a strange land —who are
without church relations, and who,
in their loneliness, come to feel that
God has forgotten them.”®

Dropping our prejudices

As a teenager, I was canvassing
about five hours every day to
help pay for my boarding school
tuition. Our instructor taught us
many good principles found in the
parable of the great supper. One is
that we should canvass all classes
of neighborhoods, not just the ones
where we might likely make the
most sales. One day we would go to
the rich, the next day to the middle
class and another day to the poor
neighborhoods.

While canvassing in a poor
neighborhood one day, I had an
enlightening experience. When
approaching the front door, I
noticed some things that revealed
some rough characters living at this
home. Since I grew up in greater Los
Angeles, California, I was able to
recognize a telltale scent—and sure
enough, it was true—as the door
was opened, I saw a group of men
in the living room drinking alcohol
and smoking marijuana. I also
recognized by the colors and type
of clothing worn that these were
probably gang members. In starting
my canvass, my first thought
was that I would be told, “Not
interested!” and the door would be
slammed in my face.

But this was not the case. . . .1
was able to canvass all four or five
books I had in my hand while the
man patiently listened. When I was
finished, he said, “Just a moment,”
and came back with a $20 bill,
saying, “I'll take that one,” pointing
to a spiritual book. As I went to give
him his change (since in those days
the books were only $10,) he said,
“Keep the change, keep doing what
you are doing, and God bless you!”

While departing from that home,
I contemplated the very valuable
lesson I had learned. When first
approaching the house, I had had
some preconceived ideas. Especially
after the door was opened, [ had
thought, “Why did I knock on this
door? These guys are obviously
doing things contrary to God and His
word, so why would I waste both my
time and theirs by sharing something
that they wouldn’t be interested in?”
But nowhere does the Bible ever tell
us to have such preconceived ideas
about souls. it simply bids us to
seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10).
As we had been taught important
things about canvassing, such as
dressing sharp, knowing our canvass
thoroughly and keeping good eye
contact, I believe this impressed the
man. Maybe he thought, “This is the
way I should be living my life,” or
possibly, “Let me support this young
man, as he is on the right path.” I also
believe that a seed was planted with
the book—and that he wanted to get
on the right path himself.
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“God has given a special
command that we should regard
the stranger, the outcast, and the
poor souls who are weak in moral
power. Many who appear wholly
indifferent to religious things are
in heart longing for rest and peace.
Although they may have sunken
to the very depths of sin, there is a
possibility of saving them. . . .

“Tell the poor desponding ones
who have gone astray that they need
not despair. Though they have erred,
and have not been building a right
character, God has joy to restore them,
even the joy of His salvation. He
delights to take apparently hopeless
material, those through whom Satan
has worked, and make them the
subjects of His grace. He rejoices to
deliver them from the wrath which
is to fall upon the disobedient. Tell
them there is healing, cleansing for
every soul. There is a place for them
at the Lord's table. He is waiting to
bid them welcome.”” What beautiful
encouragement as we take up this
work! God wants to use you and me
to share His gospel so He can restore
to His own image people like the man
in the story above, and He is waiting
to give them a place at His table as
they respond to His invitation call.

Another in the “byways”
or “hedges”

Another special story about a
dear soul in the “hedges” came later
when I was leading a colporteur
program in Washington state. There
was a young sister named Daisy in
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| had thougnt, ™ Why would | waste both
my time and theirs by sharing something
thattheywouldn'tbe interested in?™ But
nownere does the Bible ever tell us to have
such preconceived ideas about souls. it
simply bids us to seek and save the [ost.

the program (I have permission to
use her first name). She was very
excited to experience and learn
canvassing, as this was her first time.
She had a desire to reach souls—and
as the canvassers can keep a portion
of their earnings, she was also
excited to earn some money towards
going to missionary school.

One day while we were all out
canvassing, | was surprised to see
Daisy extremely excited and even
ecstatic. (She was normally rather
quiet and composed.) It turned
out that she had had a wonderful
experience with a lady who had
just bought a few books by giving
her a paper lunch bag full of money
to pay for them. In total there was
approximately $350 in the bag in
various denominations of bills. In
amazement, the other canvassers
asked Daisy about this lady. Was
she rich?

“No,” replied Daisy. “She is
quite the opposite, and she doesn’t
live in the best of conditions.” At
that moment, I was impressed to
visit the woman to thank her for the
generous contribution to help Daisy
and to see if I could get her contact
information so the local pastor
could follow up with her further.
As Daisy shared the location of the
home, I parked across the street of a
decrepit-looking house and walked
up to the door. On the front porch
was a barefoot, unkempt young
girl around 12 years old, looking at
some of the books just sold to her
mother by Daisy.

While asking the girl to speak
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with her mother, the door being
open, a woman of questionable-
looking reputation and occupation
came to the door, inquiring who

I was. As I thanked her for the
generous contribution to our sister
Daisy, you can imagine the thoughts
in my head. Why would this
woman—of all people—give such

a large donation to Daisy, and why
would she be interested in the books
or in spiritual matters at all?

My questions were soon
answered. . . . I asked her if I could
leave her with more books, as we
had others she had not received,
especially since she had more than
donated enough. I also asked if I
could get her contact number so the
local pastor could offer prayer, Bible
studies, etc.

She responded that she would
not give her number for Bible
studies, etc., but that she would
provide it for one thing: She told
me she was so impressed by our
sister Daisy, her demeanor, and
her desire to follow God and go to
missionary school, that as a single
parent she wanted the exact same
thing for her daughter. She wanted
me to accept her daughter into the
canvassing program. As I informed
her that her daughter was a little too
young, I promised that we would
nonetheless include her—and
would come to pick her up —to join
us while going on different outings
during our off-time.

The woman then told me to wait,
as she proceeded to go into the house
to get another paper lunch bag full of
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money (another $350 approximately).
As I had to leave the program for
a week that evening, I was told by
Daisy and those left in charge that
they were able to pick up the girl
a couple of times to include her on
different outings and that the gospel
seed was planted.

As I think back on this story
I'm reminded of the story of Mary
Magdalene while at the house of
Simon. This woman, like Mary,
was willing to give all she had for a
chance to obtain the eternal riches of
the grace of God’s kingdom for her
daughter. In traveling on our pilgrim
journey, as we meet others along the
hedges like this woman and the man
in the previous story, we should ask
ourselves, “Am I, are we, like Simon
the Pharisee, full of judgment and
condemnation—or are we like Christ?

“The host turned from those who
despised his bounty, and invited a
class who were not full, who were
not in possession of houses and
lands. He invited those who were
poor and hungry, and who would
appreciate the bounties provided.
“The publicans and the harlots,’
Christ said, “go into the kingdom of
God before you” (Matthew 21:31).
However wretched may be the
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specimens of humanity that men
spurn and turn aside from, they are
not too low, too wretched, for the
notice and love of God. Christ longs
to have care-worn, weary, oppressed
human beings come to Him. The
veriest sinners are the objects of His
deep, earnest pity and love.”®

Conclusion

Dear brothers, sisters, and young
people! Will you answer the call to
seek and save the lost?

The gospel invitation is to be given to
all the world — “to every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people”
(Revelation 14:6). The last message
of warning and mercy is to lighten
the whole earth with its glory. It is
to reach all classes of people—rich,
poor, high, and low. “Go out into
the highways and hedges,” Christ
says, “and compel them to come in,
that My house may be filled” (Luke
14:23). One of the best ways to fulfill
this call is to send your children,
grandchildren, nephews, and

nieces to colporteur programs and
missionary schools, where they can
be trained to share the gospel with
boldness and love. You, too, may be
blessed and fulfill your calling by

The [ast message of
warning and mercy is
tolighten the whole
earth with its glory. Itis
toreach all classes of
people-rich, poor, high,
and low. “o outinto the
nighways and hedges,”
Christ says, “and compel
themto come in, that My
nouse may be filled.™

building relationships with those in
your community —whether they be
wealthy professionals, struggling
neighbors, or anyone else distant
from faith—by showing Christ’s love
through kind gestures, practical help,
words of hope, or simply by listening
with empathy. Share resources like
food, clothing, or spiritual literature
with those who may be forgotten or
rejected by society, and engage also
the educated and influential with
thoughtful discussions about eternal
truths. By mingling with all people,
as Christ did, we can win their
confidence and invite them to the
Great Supper.

May the Lord use each one of us,
through both organized efforts and
personal witness, to carry out the
Great Commission (Matthew 28:19,
20) and be the light of the world as
we go forth, inviting others to the
Great Supper. Amen! &7
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““If I may but touch His gar-
ment, I shall be whole.” Matthew
9:21. It was a poor woman who
spoke these words—a woman who
for twelve years had suffered from a
disease that made her life a burden.
She had spent all her means upon
physicians and remedies, only to
be pronounced incurable. But as
she heard of the Great Healer, her
hopes revived. She thought, ‘If only
I could get near enough to speak to
Him, I might be healed.’

“Christ was on His way to the
home of Jairus, the Jewish rabbi who
had entreated Him to come and heal
his daughter. The heartbroken peti-
tion, “My little daughter lieth at the
point of death: I pray Thee, come and
lay Thy hands on her, that she may
be healed’ (Mark 5:23), had touched
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the tender, sympathetic heart of
Christ, and He at once set out with
the ruler for his home.

“They advanced but slowly; for
the crowd pressed Christ on every
side. In making His way through the
multitude, the Saviour came near to
where the afflicted woman was stand-
ing. Again and again she had tried in
vain to get near Him. Now her op-
portunity had come. She could see no
way of speaking to Him. She would
not seek to hinder His slow advance.
But she had heard that healing came
from a touch of His garments; and,
fearful of losing her one chance for
relief, she pressed forward, saying to
herself, ‘If I may but touch His gar-
ment, I shall be whole.”

“Christ knew every thought of
her mind, and He was making His

way to where she stood. He realized
her great need, and He was helping
her to exercise faith.

“As He was passing, she reached
forward and succeeded in barely
touching the border of His garment.
That moment she knew that she was
healed. In that one touch was con-
centrated the faith of her life, and in-
stantly her pain and feebleness disap-
peared. Instantly she felt the thrill as
of an electric current passing through
every fiber of her being. There came
over her a sensation of perfect health.
‘She felt in her body that she was
healed of that plague.” Verse 29.

“The grateful woman desired to
express her thanks to the Mighty
Healer, who had done more for her
in one touch than the physicians
had done in twelve long years;



but she dared not. With a grateful
heart she tried to withdraw from
the crowd. Suddenly Jesus stopped,
and looking round He asked, “Who
touched Me?’

“Looking at Him in amazement,
Peter answered, ‘Master, the mul-
titude throng Thee and press Thee,
and sayest Thou, Who touched Me?’
Luke 8:45.

“’Somebody hath touched Me,’
Jesus said; ‘for I perceive that vir-
tue is gone out of Me.” Verse 46. He
could distinguish the touch of faith
from the casual touch of the care-
less throng. Someone had touched
Him with a deep purpose and had
received answer.

“Christ did not ask the question for
His own information. He had a lesson
for the people, for His disciples, and
for the woman. He wished to inspire
the afflicted with hope. He wished
to show that it was faith which had
brought the healing power.”!

My bedside experience

In 1996, I was extremely ill—
barely hanging onto life by a
thread —and was willing to go to
any public or private hospital, de-
spite their reliance on conventional
medical practice often based on
spiritualistic traditions. Providen-
tially, I ended up at a health institu-
tion whose lights were on for access
day and night. There I ended up
staying for more than a year.

At this institution, the recom-
mended road to recovery as prac-
ticed was different than I had ex-
pected. For the first few months, the
prescription was to eat raw food,
study the word of God, and listen
to lectures. Nearly half a year later,
only after the staff had first focused
on the healing of my soul did the
physiological healing eventually
come which addressed the two main
problems that had led me to this in-
stitution in the first place.

I was there at the same time as
a young patient who was accompa-
nied by her grandmother. Her medi-
cal condition was horrific. She was
in a critical state, unable to move or
care for herself, requiring constant
attention. In the final days of her
life, the young woman remained
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bedridden, receiving care and sup-
port as she endured extremely se-
vere health complications.

Her grandmother, who was a
very prayerful person, wept in her
granddaughter’s lap. The young
woman had apparently sought help
at nearly all the major hospitals and
had taken every remedy available,
but she still could not overcome the
condition she was facing. As a last
resort, the grandmother now strong-
ly insisted to the young woman that
she needed to confess her sins to
God, desperately reasoning in accor-
dance with the biblical proverb that
“the curse causeless shall not come”
(Proverbs 26:2, last part).

“Satan is the originator of dis-
ease; and the physician is warring
against his work and power. Sick-
ness of the mind prevails every-
where. Nine tenths of the diseases
from which men suffer have their
foundation here. Perhaps some liv-
ing home trouble is, like a canker,
eating to the very soul and weaken-
ing the life forces. Remorse for sin
sometimes undermines the consti-
tution and unbalances the mind.”?

The earnest appeal of the de-
voted grandmother evidently struck
an answering chord in the young
woman'’s heart. Suddenly, to the
shock of all, the patient candidly
blurted out a description of a very
egregious practice she had commit-
ted in her life that had been in bla-
tant defiance of God. As a result of
that behavior in her youth, she had
felt as if she was suffering under a
great curse that ended up manifest-
ing itself in this physical ailment.
For quite some time, she had hoped
to be cured by medicine, but her
condition had only gotten worse.

Now the young woman felt the
need to face the truth about the
iniquity which had long troubled
her soul—acknowledging her great
need for Christ, the only Saviour of
sinners. At this moment, those who
heard her tragic history fervently
prayed in her behalf.

There is a lesson that can be
gleaned from this experience:

“The physician needs more than
human wisdom and power that he
may know how to minister to the
many perplexing cases of disease of

the mind and heart with which he
is called to deal. If he is ignorant of
the power of divine grace he can-
not help the afflicted one, but will
aggravate the difficulty; but if he
has a firm hold upon God he will be
able to help the diseased, distracted
mind. He will be able to point his
patients to Christ and teach them to
carry all their cares and perplexities
to the great Burden Bearer.

“There is a divinely appointed
connection between sin and dis-
ease. No physician can practice for a
month without seeing this illustrated.
He may ignore the fact; his mind may
be so occupied with other matters
that his attention will not be called
to it; but if he will be observing and
honest he cannot help acknowledg-
ing that sin and disease bear to each
other the relationship of cause and
effect. The physician should be quick
to see this and to act accordingly.
When he has gained the confidence
of the afflicted by relieving their suf-
ferings and bringing them back from
the verge of the grave, he may teach
them that disease is the result of sin
and that it is the fallen foe who seeks
to allure them to health-and-soul-
destroying practices. He may impress
their minds with the necessity of
denying self and obeying the laws of
life and health. In the minds of the
young especially he may instill right
principles. God loves His creatures
with a love that is both tender and
strong. He has established the laws of
nature, but His laws are not arbitrary
exactions. Every ‘Thou shalt not,’
whether in physical or moral law,
contains or implies a promise.”?

After the young woman at the
institution confessed her sins to
God, you could see deep peace on
her face. We all realized that this
peace did not come from within her.
It came through that heavenly peace
found only in Jesus Christ.

Yes, after some time, the more
grievous symptoms in her physical
condition started to diminish, but by
then she said: “Now I need to rest.
Please, I need to rest. I need to rest.”
She viewed all the suffering she had
endured as simply a consequence of
that rebellious lifestyle, yet she now
recognized the beauty and eternal wis-
dom of the Almighty One in whose
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loving care she now rested. It was not
long before she passed away—peace-
fully, and in His tender mercy.

Christ’s plan for wholeness

Christ is eager to inspire hope in
the afflicted and show that faith in
Him brings healing and restoration
of soul and body.

All over the planet, millions of
people need assistance, from the sim-
plest to the most complex cases. What
is the biggest problem? The psalmist
acknowledges to God the spiritual
dimension: “There is no soundness
in my flesh because of thine anger;
neither is there any rest in my bones
because of my sin” (Psalm 38:3).

Most are aware that it is important
to follow a healthy diet based on fruit,
vegetables, and pure water, to exer-
cise, rest, sunbathe, breathe plenty of
fresh air, etc. Yet perhaps most im-
portant of all is mental and spiritual
health, which we all tend to neglect.

There are many who follow a
restrictive diet, religiously select-
ing their food and in many cases
adding nutritional supplements.
Others wake up rigorously in the
morning —and many even before
going to bed —to do exercise. None-
theless they feed on pride, vanity,
lust, indifference, and contempt for
others, neglecting the best physical
exercise in the world (missionary
work —the gospel with our feet on
the ground —walking, walking fast,
running to carry the gospel.)

And there are still those who
worry about going to bed early to
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\We really enjoy a unique privilege in being
rewarded with the teachings contained in
the Spiritof Prophecy. In it, the Lord clearly
(escribes how we should eat, dress, relate,
and manage our businesses. Itcontains the
pest emotional and Spiritual support.

take care of their bodies and their
emotional well-being, which, of
course, is right and not wrong. Yet
amid their work, business, or study,
all that intellectual activity may
indeed be motivated by a selfish,
greedy ambition for gain and plea-
sure in this passing world. They are
not willing to make the same sacri-
fices when it comes to missionary
work, supporting the disabled, the
sick, and those affected by the pain
of death or disasters. With such
habits, in many irreversible cases,
they often acquire—both in the
short and long term —pain, as well
as physical, mental, and spiritual
illnesses for themselves.

The true source of physical,
mental, and spiritual health is God,
the loving Father, and Jesus, the
great Physician. The connection of
the human mind with the mind of
Christ that brings vigor to the mind,
the soul, the neurons, and vital or-
gans, also gives vitality to the whole
body —thus preventing disease and
healing sick bodies.

Rooting out the gall of bitterness

As a colporteur, I was invited to
give a talk at the printing center of
a large national bank. I presented
our books to them, including the
book, Steps to Christ. At the end of
the talk, the departmental director
took me to his office and introduced
me to a skinny, anemic young man
with long hair, a disfigured face,
and a tumor on his knee —limping
and moving around with a lot of

discomfort. He was suffering from
chest pains and back pains.

I asked him why he was in this
condition, and he told me that he
had been living with his father and
mother and his three little brothers.
Then, when his father became seri-
ously ill and eventually died, one
of the father’s best friends bribed
the authorities and falsified the
documentation for the house where
their family lived in the city center,
claiming to the court that the house
belonged to him. The court agreed
and they evicted the whole family
onto the street.

This unfortunate family now
had nowhere to go, and even their
relatives did not care to know about
them any longer. Eventually, a man
came along when they least expect-
ed it and found them an old shack
next to a market, where they began
to live the pauper’s life.

This frustrating experience trig-
gered a feeling of angry resentment
in the young man. His three broth-
ers had to abandon their studies
due to a lack of finances; his mother
suffered a psychological crisis, hy-
pertensive crisis, and loss of sight—
plus, due to this trauma, one brother
suffered epilepsy. Now, although
this young man, too, was ill, he was
the only one who could give his
family even the slightest support.
With his weakened health, he had
had to leave the university and no
company would employ him.

Then the bank manager, a com-
passionate gentleman with a kind
heart, invited him to work with him
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in his department—to tidy up the
paperwork and boxes and to take
care of the rubbish. At the end of
the month, every time the manager
received his salary, he gave a little
to this young man. The young man
said that he was waiting for surgery
on his knee, perhaps to amputate his
leg, but that day would never come,
due to lack of resources. That’s how
I introduced him to Jesus Christ, the
Lord who heals the soul. He was
grateful and took the book to read.
A week later, I introduced him to
Christ’s forgiveness, and with tears
in his eyes, he accepted it naturally.
I then asked him to forgive the man
who had disgraced his family.

“How can I forgive someone
who has brought so much misfor-
tune to me, my mother and my
brothers?” he asked. I begged him
to let God act in his heart and to
leave this battle with the Lord.

After some time, he finally
agreed to forgive. I went home
and told my wife, who was study-
ing medicine at the time. She got a
bucket, prepared some clay to bring,
plus more bags of dry clay and
some cabbage and onions. We took
all this to the young man’s house.
She began to put clay on the young
man’s knee and gave him instruc-
tions from the Spirit of Prophecy
regarding abstinence from harmful
foods and the abundant use of fresh,
natural, plant-based food. At the
same time, we were giving medicine
to his brother and mother.

Yes, the Lord uses the natural
remedies as healing agencies, but a
key element in the restoration pro-
cess is often to realize the following
as well:

“One of the most common sins,
and one that is attended with most
pernicious results, is the indulgence
of an unforgiving spirit. How many
will cherish animosity or revenge
and then bow before God and ask to
be forgiven as they forgive. Surely
they can have no true sense of the
import of this prayer or they would
not dare to take it upon their lips.
We are dependent upon the pardon-
ing mercy of God every day and
every hour; how then can we cher-
ish bitterness and malice toward our
fellow sinners!”*
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The most privileged on earth

We are the most privileged peo-
ple in the history of the world. We
live in a time of the greatest divine
light with the Bible and the Spirit
of Prophecy. We really enjoy a
unique privilege in being rewarded
with the teachings contained in the
Spirit of Prophecy. In it, the Lord
clearly describes how we should
eat, dress, relate, and manage our
businesses. It contains the best
emotional and spiritual support.
We need to be rigorous workers to
expose these teachings to every-
one, discourage the use of sophis-
ticated, ultra-processed foods, and
avoid the rudiments of the world
and scientific claims that are not
supported by the Word of God and
the Spirit of Prophecy. We must
seek a deep relationship with God,
the only absolute Guarantor of our
physical and psycho-emotional
well-being.

The true Source of healing

“The Saviour in His miracles re-
vealed the power that is continually
at work in man’s behalf, to sustain
and to heal him. Through the agen-
cies of nature, God is working, day
by day, hour by hour, moment by
moment, to keep us alive, to build up
and restore us. When any part of the
body sustains injury, a healing pro-
cess is at once begun; nature’s agen-
cies are set at work to restore sound-
ness. But the power working through
these agencies is the power of God.
All life-giving power is from Him.
When one recovers from disease, it is
God who restores him.

“Sickness, suffering, and death
are work of an antagonistic power.
Satan is the destroyer; God is the
restorer.

“The words spoken to Israel are
true today of those who recover
health of body or health of soul. ‘I
am the Lord that healeth thee.” Exo-
dus 15:26.

“The desire of God for every
human being is expressed in the
words, ‘Beloved, I wish above all
things that thou mayest prosper and
be in health, even as thy soul pros-
pereth.” 3 John 2.

"He it is who ‘forgiveth all thine
iniquities; who healeth all thy dis-
eases; who redeemeth thy life from
destruction; who crowneth thee
with loving-kindness and tender
mercies.” Psalm 103:3, 4.”°

In these stories and passages, we
see a clear truth: Spiritual healing
can often make a big difference in
promoting physical healing. Faith
and repentance have power to for-
tify the body in a unique way. The
woman who touched Jesus’ garment
was healed because of her faith,
showing us that we need to come
to Him, too. As we thus open our
sin-sick, broken hearts to receive
His mercy, we experience the real-
ity that “if we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). “He
restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in
the paths of righteousness for his
name’s sake” (Psalm 23:3).

What might be holding you back
from enjoying the great peace God
has to offer? Have you searched your
heart to see if there could be some sin
you have not recognized or a burden
you're still carrying? Maybe pride is
keeping you from fully experiencing
His grace. Think about this: What
do you need to let go of to be made
whole? What hidden struggle might
be preventing you from finding
peace? God sees it all, and His heal-
ing mercy is available to whosoever
will approach Him with humility.

Turn to Christ, the One who heals
both souls and bodies. Confess your
sins, let go of things that hinder your
healing, trust in His limitless power,
and you will find peace and full
restoration. He has promised, “I am
the Lorp that healeth thee” (Exodus
15:26), and His word never fails. Seek
the healing of the soul first through
Him who took upon Himself our
pain and sorrows, and everything
else will fall into place according to
His will. Amen! &7
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Why 100 years?

“The church is God’s appointed
agency for the salvation of men. It
was organized for service, and its
mission is to carry the gospel to
the world. From the beginning it
has been God'’s plan that through
His church shall be reflected to the
world His fullness and His suffi-
ciency. The members of the church,
those whom He has called out of
darkness into His marvelous light,
are to show forth His glory.”!

As a final legacy before His as-
cension, our Lord Jesus Christ gave
the great commission to His people.
With that monumental declaration,
the church was instituted in this sin-
ful world to labor for the conversion
of souls. The church has been man-
dated to share the everlasting gospel
with every human being. Time,
talents, and resources are entrusted
to us—all with this purpose as their
supreme aim.

Looking upon the disastrous
condition of our world, as the
church of Christ, we should serious-
ly ask ourselves questions like: “Are
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there not many things still for us to
do for Christ? Is there not a great
responsibility we have somehow
overlooked? Have we not made a
covenant with Jesus that is yet un-
fulfilled on our part?”

We hide behind excuses, but the
problem is not Communism, neither
Romanism, neither Liberalism, nor
Modernism. The problem is dormant
Christianity! Does what I'm doing re-
ally matter for eternity? Does it really
advance the cause of Christ? If not,
no matter what we choose to do, it
amounts to nothing. Someone once
observed that God does not intend
for the church to be a refrigerator
where piety is to be kept from rotting;
rather, it is to be an incubator that
should give birth to new converts.

The home—
the main missionary school

“One well-ordered, well-disci-
plined family tells more in behalf
of Christianity than all the sermons
that can be preached. Such a family
gives evidence that the parents have
been successful in following God'’s

directions, and that their children
will serve Him in the church. Their
influence grows; for as they impart,
they receive to impart again. The fa-
ther and mother find helpers in their
children, who give to others the in-
struction received in the home. The
neighborhood in which they live is
helped, for in it they have become
enriched for time and for eternity.”?

“[God] desires to see gathered out
from the homes of our people a large
company of youth who, because of
the godly influences of their homes,
have surrendered their hearts to Him,
and go forth to give Him the highest
service of their lives.”?

Parental responsibility

The apostle declares, “I have no
greater joy than to hear that my chil-
dren walk in truth” (3 John 1:4).

God has blessed us with little
children. Why were they given to us?
To be raised for Him. What is our re-
sponsibility? The Bible tells us: “Train
up a child in the way he should go:
and when he is old, he will not de-
part from it” (Proverbs 22:6).
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“The management and instruc-
tion of children is the noblest mis-
sionary work that any man or wom-
an can undertake. . . .

“We need missionary fervor in
our homes, that we may bring the
Word of life before the members of
our families and lead them to seek a
home in the kingdom of God.”*

It is wonderful when parents
bring their little one to be blessed and
dedicated to God, but this is not suffi-
cient. The next step is vital in order to
continue having that blessing —edu-
cating the child with the express pur-
pose of having him/her serve Christ
for the advancement of His kingdom.
Every child is called to become an
instrument for the salvation of others.
There are two possible directions of
service for our children: “Children
may be trained for the service of sin
or for the service of righteousness.”>

Learning to serve

“Give some of your leisure hours
to your children; associate with
them in their work and in their
sports, and win their confidence.
Cultivate their friendship.”®

You may be set on giving ad-
vice, and every second you may be
streaming like a radio, sending out
bits of counsel. But instead of giving
your child only advice, you should
rather give them your heart. Teach
your child a lot by talking just a little.

“Every mother should have time
to give her children these little en-
dearments which are so essential
during infancy and childhood. In
this way the mother would bind up
the children’s hearts and happiness
with her own. She is to them what
God is to us.””

How do we teach our children to
serve? By offering them love. Dear
parent, a life beautifully lived means
lovingly giving yourself to your
children and your spouse, giving
the elderly a helping hand, listening
attentively to the pain of a fallen per-
son, offering the gift of your presence
to anyone who may need your help.

The present time was given to us
so that we may die to ourselves and
experience a resurrection in Christ.

“And that he died for all, that
they which live should not hence-
forth live unto themselves, but unto
him which died for them, and rose
again” (2 Corinthians 5:15).
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There is but one key for effi-
ciency and fruitfulness. Jesus ex-
plains: In order for a grain of wheat
to bring fruit, it has to die. And the
apostle Paul says: “I am crucified
with Christ: nevertheless I live;
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me”
(Galatians 2:20, emphasis added).
When Christ lives in us, what will
be the result? We live His life. But
what was His life like while He was
on earth? His whole life was simply
a life of service, full of love.

The power of example

“Those things, which ye have
both learned, and received, and
heard, and seen in me, do” Philip-
pians 4:9 (emphasis added.).

“He who would become a saint in
heaven must first become a saint in
his own family. If fathers and mothers
are true Christians in the family, they
will be useful members of the church
and be able to conduct affairs in the
church and in society after the same
manner in which they conduct their
family concerns. Parents, let not your
religion be simply a profession, but
let it become a reality.... Unless you
manifest meekness, kindness, and
courtesy in your home, your religion
will be vain. If there were more genu-
ine home religion, there would be
more power in the church.”®

“The Christian home is to be an
object lesson, illustrating the excel-
lence of the true principles of life.
Such an illustration will be a power
for good in the world. . . . As the
youth go out from such a home,
the lessons they have learned are
imparted.”’

We want our children to be ex-
amples worthy of imitation, and this
is fine. It is a noble desire, but what
they are today is the result of what
we lived out yesterday. What we
sowed yesterday, we reap today. It is
necessary that the fathers be priests
of the household, of the home. Moth-
ers are needed to rear their children
for God. Children need to be touched
by the divine power. And our key-
word should not be “tomorrow,” but
rather “now or never.”

No idle “drones”

“Children should be taught very
young to be useful, to help them-
selves, and to help others.”!

“Parents should teach their chil-
dren that idleness is sin.

“There is nothing which more
surely leads to evil than to lift all
burdens from children, leaving
them to an idle, aimless life, to do
nothing, or to occupy themselves as
they please.”!!

“There are no drones in the
household of faith. Every member
of the family has some task assigned
him, some portion of the vineyard
of the Lord in which to work.”*?

What impact does the way we
teach our children have upon them?
Will they be lively or will they just
rot away? Once you only think about
yourself, you become haughty, ar-
rogant. This is the way children will
grow, who indulge this attitude. The
result will be a dwarfed, bored gen-
eration, inactive for God. God and
His church do not need parents and
children who bury their talents in the
earth. The church of God needs ac-
tive workers, not spectators.

“Work is constantly being done
in heaven. There are no idlers there.
‘My Father worketh hitherto,” said
Christ, ‘and I work.” 7 13

Kindling flames

“A lamp, however small, if kept
steadily burning, may be the means
of lighting many other lamps.”!*

By its very nature, fire gives birth
to fire. If it is surrounded by some
other flammable material, it only
takes a spark from the anvil to ignite
a fire. But from a single candle, tens
of thousands are likewise lit. John the
Baptist declared that He who was to
come after him would “baptize with
the Holy Spirit and with fire.” This
is the greatest need of our days—a
church baptized with fire. This is
what the devil and his kingdom are
afraid of, a church ignited by the fire
of divine love. Who can withstand
it? Love for God will be like a force-
ful dynamo, pushing you to dare big
things for God. Dear youth and dear
parents, now is not the time to quench
the Spirit and limit God’s power, but
rather to advance through faith!

“Every true disciple is born into
the kingdom of God as a mission-
ary. He who drinks of the living wa-
ter becomes a fountain of life.”’

“God will move upon men in
humble positions to declare the mes-
sage of present truth. Many such will
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be seen hastening hither and thither,
constrained by the Spirit of God to
give the light to those in darkness. The
truth is as a fire in their bones, filling
them with a burning desire to enlight-
en those who sit in darkness. Many,
even among the uneducated, will pro-
claim the word of the Lord. Children
will be impelled by the Holy Spirit

to go forth to declare the message of
heaven. The Spirit will be poured out
upon those who yield to His prompt-
ings. Casting off man’s binding rules
and cautious movements, they will
join the army of the Lord.”*

How can I develop the gift that
the world needs most?

“The youth need to be taught
that life means earnest work, re-
sponsibility, care-taking. They need
a training that will make them
practical —men and women who
can cope with emergencies. They
should be taught that the discipline
of systematic, well-regulated labor
is essential, not only as a safeguard
against the vicissitudes of life, but as
an aid to all-around development.”!”

There is a need for:

1. Pious youth. The young need to
be taught how to dearly love Christ
and His kingdom, how to dedicate
themselves wholeheartedly to serv-
ing Him, how to be ready for any
self-denial, any self-sacrifice, and
for any work to which He may call
them. It is necessary to act efficiently
for Christ in any place—at home or
away from home, in an upper-class
society or in a lower-class society.
Christ did not design the youth to
live in a state of mediocrity.

2. Young people with developed
minds. Will young Christians be sat-
isfied with mere mediocrity in their
work for the Redeemer’s kingdom,
while worldly people strive for excel-
lence in their activities and occupa-
tions? Beware of perverting your de-
pendence upon Divine aid, believing
that the heart’s zeal will compensate
for the absence of knowledge. The
commandment is: “Thou shalt love
the Lord, thy God, with all your
heart, with all your soul and with all
your mind” —and this applies in the
same measure both to serving and to
loving Him. Our youth need a bal-
anced and cultivated mind.

3. Self-sacrificing youth. “Enjoy
the moment” is not something to be
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Being like UnfiS’[UUGS not mean to be a climber of the social
ladder; Itdoesn tmean being obsessed with control, It
doesn tmean living in comfort, but rather, it means giving.

grasped, but rather something that
needs to be sacrificed. “For God so
much loved, that He gave. . ..” God
gave Jesus as a Gift, so we can be-
come givers. Now more than ever,
there is a need for consecrated ser-
vants of Christ.

“Every youth, every child, has a
work to do for the honor of God and
the uplifting of humanity.”'®

The highest privilege

Dear youth, you may be the
slave of material or professional
progress, the slave of your watch,
phone, or other device, the slave of
welfare, or the slave of a misunder-
stood dream. All these or any other
forms of servitude means a wasted
life. Being like Christ does not mean
to be a climber of the social ladder;
it doesn’t mean being obsessed with
control, it doesn’t mean living in
comfort, but rather, it means giving.
All that really matters is founded on
giving, and life is not worth living
without generosity. Giving means
actually owning. Do you want to
compel the Christ in you to not offer
Himself? If you want to do this, He
will not live within you, but rather
you will instead remain the servant
of your own selfishness.

You may not perform great
things; you may not be called to
be an employee of the church. No
service is too small and none is too
great. Many want to change the
world, but too often no one wants
to perform the small things which
make an individual feel loved. The
measure with which you give is the
measure with which you receive.

“Is it not a privilege to be thus co-
partners with Jesus? Is it not an hon-
or to be connected with the grand
work of saving souls, acting the part
assigned us by our Saviour? And
none can impart a blessing to others
without receiving benefit himself.
‘He that watereth shall be watered
also himself” (Proverbs 11:25).” “1

“Our faith should be prolific of
good works, for faith without works
is dead. Every duty performed,
every sacrifice made in the name

of Jesus, brings an exceeding great
reward. In the very act of duty,
God speaks and gives His blessing.
But He requires of us an entire sur-
render of the faculties. The mind
and heart, the whole being, must be
given to Him, or we fall short of be-
coming true Christians.”?

“Be ye strong therefore, and let
not your hands be weak: for your
work shall be rewarded” (2 Chroni-
cles 15:7).

Dear youth, dear parent, live every
day as if you would be facing a termi-
nal illness. Give today what you re-
ceive from Christ. The world desper-
ately needs the manifestation of God’s
love. I wish that at least after 100
years of existence, the Reform Move-
ment may vibrate under the power of
love and of the truth in Christ. I pray
fervently that this Movement be not
stifled, but rather may erupt like a vol-
cano, and the whole earth be encom-
passed by the love of God.

Will you, dear youth, and dear
parents, comprise this movement
soon to encompass the whole
world with the glory of God? This
earthquake of love will reach to all
the ends of the world —and then it
will pierce eternity and continue
there. The choice is yours. Choose
wisely. Choose to burn for Christ.
Be a light! &7
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True education

In the beginning, God insti-
tuted the family as the nucleus of
society —a place for the formation
and development of character, habits
and values. “The system of educa-
tion established in Eden centered
in the family.”* The divine plan was
adapted to the human race after the
fall. True education is the work of
redeeming and restoring humanity,
developing the physical, mental and
spiritual faculties according to the
character of Christ. It is not limited
to the acquisition of knowledge, but
seeks to prepare the individual for a

G
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life of service on this earth and for eternity. Its foundag)n is in t}% ‘%d of God J
and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Christ as the representative of the Father, the
link between God and humanity, is the great Teacher of humanity, and He ar- ‘

ranged that men and women should be His representatives. The family was the
school, and the parents were the teachers. This principle was faithfully observed‘
in the earthly life of the Lord Jesus. "

Christ’s education v

“Jesus lived in a peasant’s home, and faithfully and cheerfully acted His p
in bearing the burdens of the household. He had been the Co der of hea
and angels had delighted to fulfill His word; n: willing servant, a
loving, obedient son. He learned a trade, and wi is own hands worked in the
carpenter’s shop with Joseph. In the simple garb of on laborer He walked
the streets of the little town, going to and‘e hg from His ] -
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not employ His divine power to
His burdens or to lighten His
il.”? His home was the main school,
re Mary and Joseph, guided by
ine principles, played a funda-
al role in His development into
anhood. The cultural and family
vironment in which He grew up,
rounded by nature and simplic-
ty, further molded His character and
~ strengthened His connection with
God and human needs.
“In the days of Christ the Jews
- gave much care to the education of
their children. Their schools were
connected with the synagogues, or
- places of worship, and the teachers
were called rabbis, men who were
supposed to be very learned.

“Jesus did not go to these
schools, for they taught many things
that were not true. Instead of God’s
Word, the sayings of men were
studied, and often these were con-
trary to that which God had taught
‘A through His prophets.

“God Himself by His Holy Spirit
instructed Mary how to bring up
His Son. Mary taught Jesus from the
Holy Scriptures, and He learned to
read and study them for Himself.”?

A mistaken concept

In contrast to the training that
Jesus received in the home, the rab-
binical schools of His time had lost
sight of the true essence of educa-
tion and had concentrated on ritu-
als, thus becoming permeated by
empty formalism. This resulted in
an education that neither promoted
a personal connection with God nor
fostered the development of a char-
acter based on true divine princi-
ples. Is this not somewhat similar to
the reality in which we live today?

“Our ideas of education take too
narrow and too low a range. There is
need of a broader scope, a higher aim.
True education means more than the
pursual of a certain course of study.
It means more than a preparation for
the life that now is. It has to do with
the whole being, and with the whole
period of existence possible to man. It
is the harmonious development of the
physical, the mental, and the spiritual
powers. It prepares the student for
the joy of service in this world and

.
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for the higher joy of wider service

in the world to come.”* Sadly, in the
academy of this world, the character
and values so important in human life
and in preparation for Heaven are ne-
glected. By understanding the errors
of the past, we can rediscover the true
purpose of divine education.

What does this mean?

True education comes from God
and its purpose is to restore the divine
image in humanity. True education is
not limited to the acquisition of aca-
demic knowledge, but encompasses
the spiritual, moral, and social forma-
tion of the human being. It is there-
fore a sacred and solemn work. In the
sacred scriptures we see how God ex-
horts parents about the education of
their children. Referring to Abraham,
the Lord declares: “For I know him,
that he will command his children
and his household after him, and they
shall keep the way of the Lord, to do
justice and judgment” (Genesis 18:19).
Due to his close relationship with
God, Abraham educated his family
in the ways of the Lord. To make this
a reality in our homes it is likewise
necessary to cultivate habits of lov-
ing devotion to the Saviour of souls,
to teach our children that through
prayer they have a Friend who will
listen to all their dreams and sorrows.
That by reading the Bible daily they
will understand the nature of God
and how He with His compassionate
love treats us. Thus they will learn to
treat others with respect, love and pa-
tience. They will learn to be merciful
and kind, just as their heavenly Father
is merciful and kind to the human
race He has tenderly created. Under-
standing true education leads us to
recognize that the ultimate goal of
this process is character formation, for
this is the only treasure we can take to
Heaven.

Results of wrong decisions

The formation of character is a
fundamental and transcendental
process in life; character is the only
possession we will take to Heaven
and this is built at home. “A charac-
ter formed according to the divine
likeness is the only treasure that we

can take from this world to the next.
Those who are under the instruction
of Christ in this world will take every
divine attainment with them to the
heavenly mansions. And in heaven
we are continually to improve. How
important, then, is the development
of character in this life.”> The sacred
work of parents is to instruct and
teach their children to fear and obey
God so that with the help of the Holy
Spirit they may develop a charac-

ter similar to that of their Father in
Heaven. The Lord declares, “These
words which I command thee this
day shall be in thine heart, and thou
shalt teach them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of them when
thou sittest in thine house, and when
thou walkest by the way, and when
thou liest down, and when thou ris-
est up” (Deuteronomy 6:6, 7).

When parents neglect the educa-
tional guidelines given by God and
their solemn obligation is set aside,
their children become educated by
the enemy of souls. The case of Eli the
priest should call our attention. In 1
Samuel 2:12 we are told: “Now the
sons of Eli were sons of Belial; they
knew not the Lord.” Children need
watchful care and guidance as never
before, for Satan is striving to gain
control of their minds and hearts and
cast out the Spirit of God.

“The fearful state of the youth
of this age constitutes one of the
strongest signs that we are living in
the last days, but the ruin of many
may be traced directly to the wrong
management of the parents. The
spirit of murmuring against reproof
has been taking root and is bearing
its fruit of insubordination. While
the parents are not pleased with the
characters their children are devel-
oping, they fail to see the errors that
make them what they are.”®

Parents should understand that
Christian education should focus not
only on the intellect, but on the devel-
opment of character, moral formation,
and preparation for eternal life. They
cannot properly fulfill their responsi-
bilities unless they take the Word of
God as the rule of life. They must un-
derstand that they are to educate and
mold the character of every precious
human treasure entrusted to their
care, to eventually come to see the
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principles of true education and the
importance of character development
as a process with eternal implications.
In our day and age, we must be espe-
cially vigilant about the friendships
our children make. Will the peers they
select as friends help them reflect the
image of their Heavenly Father or
will they influence them to reflect the
prince of this world? Will the media
content they are viewing sanctify
them or will it lower their values and
corrupt their spiritual habits? To lead
them down the narrow path, family
example will be of vital importance.

Family example

Christian education begins at an
early age with the example of its first
teachers, the parents. This is why
we are urged to have in our home
a little heaven, so that children will
learn by imitating the example of
their parents. In Galatians 5:22, 23
the fruits of the spirit are described
as love, joy, peace, patience, kind-
ness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness and self-control —qualities that
make up a solid Christian character.
King Solomon reminds us, “Train
up a child in the way he should go,
and when he is old he will not de-
part from it” (Proverbs 22:6). The
apostle Paul also exhorts us to renew
the mind and character according
to the will of God (Romans 12:2). In
Matthew 5:48 Jesus Himself calls us
to be perfect as our heavenly Father
is perfect, which implies a constant
growth in Christlikeness. Character
development is an ongoing process
of transformation that requires the
intervention of the Holy Spirit and
the commitment of the individual.
The primary purpose of Christian
education and life is character de-
velopment. “Every human being,
created in the image of God, is en-
dowed with a power akin to that of
the Creator —individuality, power to
think and to do. The men in whom
this power is developed are the men
who bear responsibilities, who are
leaders in enterprise, and who influ-
ence character. It is the work of true
education to develop this power, to
train the youth to be thinkers, and
not mere reflectors of other men’s
thought. Instead of confining their

30

study to that which men have said
or written, let students be directed to
the sources of truth, to the vast fields
opened for research in nature and
revelation. Let them contemplate the
great facts of duty and destiny, and
the mind will expand and strength-
en. Instead of educated weaklings,
institutions of learning may send
forth men strong to think and to

act, men who are masters and not
slaves of circumstances, men who
possess breadth of mind, clearness
of thought, and the courage of their
convictions.

“Such an education provides
more than mental discipline; it pro-
vides more than physical training.

It strengthens the character, so that
truth and uprightness are not sacri-
ficed to selfish desire or worldly am-
bition. It fortifies the mind against
evil. Instead of some master passion
becoming a power to destroy, every
motive and desire are brought into
conformity to the great principles
of right. As the perfection of His
character is dwelt upon, the mind is
renewed, and the soul is re-created
in the image of God.””

Parents should cultivate a joyful
and healthy environment for their
children by keeping them away
from—and making them aware of —
the power of negative influences and
how such influences can warp char-
acter and ultimately lead them away
from God. “Actions, often repeated,
form habits, habits form character.
Patiently perform the little duties of
life. So long as you undervalue the
importance of faithfulness in the little
duties, your character-building will
be unsatisfactory. In the sight of Om-
nipotence, every duty is important.
The Lord has said, ‘He that is faithful
in that which is least is faithful also in
much.” In the life of a true Christian
there are no nonessentials.”®

Integral character formation
should be based on the following
principles:

1. Dependence on God: Seek God
daily in prayer and Bible study (Phi-
lippians 4:13).

2. Discipline and self-control: Con-
trolling thoughts, words, and ac-
tions (Proverbs 16:32).

3. Service to others: Developing a
noble character by loving and help-
ing others (Matthew 25:40).

4. Instruction based on divine prin-
ciples from infancy (Proverbs 22:6; 2
Timothy 3:15).

5. Perseverance in transformation:
Character development is an ongo-
ing process until the soul reflects the
image of Jesus fully (2 Corinthians
3:18; Early Writings, p. 71).

Learning by doing

Earthly pedagogy confirms what
the Lord has established in the di-
vine plan of education. Children
learn best when they can connect
knowledge to their environment by
applying it practically in their daily
lives. From an early age children
should learn a useful or practical
trade that facilitates the develop-
ment of skills that will be funda-
mental in fostering qualities such as
responsibility, discipline, persever-
ance, and patience. In addition, it
allows them to transform education
into a meaningful and enriching ex-
perience that helps them not only to
pass exams, but to successfully face
life’s challenges. All of this should
be based on the Holy Scriptures.

Bible education

From the beginning, God es-
tablished education as an integral
process. In Genesis 1:27 we are told
that the human being was created in
the image and likeness of God. This
implies that divine knowledge must
be the basis of all teaching. Proverbs
9:10 states that “the fear of the Lord
is the beginning of wisdom: and
the knowledge of the holy is under-
standing,” emphasizing that true
education begins with a solid spiri-
tual foundation which must comply
with the following fundamental
principle: “The work of education
and the work of redemption are
one,”? emphasizing that the teach-
ing must lead to spiritual transfor-
mation.

1. Christ-centered: God must be the
center of all teaching (Colossians 2:3).
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2. Integral: It should encompass
physical, mental and spiritual devel-
opment (Luke 2:52).

3. Practical and applicable: Not
only theoretical, but focused on
daily life and service to others (Mat-
thew 25:40).

4. Character-forming. Education
should mold the character to reflect
the image of Christ. “Unselfishness
underlies all true development.
Through unselfish service we re-
ceive the highest culture of every
faculty. More and more fully do we
become partakers of the divine na-
ture. We are fitted for heaven, for we
receive heaven into our hearts.”!

5. Focused on hope and redemp-
tion: It should prepare the hu-
man being for the present life and
eternity. “The lifework given to us
is that of preparation for the life
eternal, and if we accomplish this
work as God has designed that we
should, every temptation may work
for our advance; for as we resist

its allurement, we make progress
in the divine life. In the heat of the
conflict, while engaged in earnest
spiritual warfare, unseen agencies
are by our side, commissioned of
heaven to aid us in our wrestlings,
and in the crisis, strength and firm-
ness and energy are imparted to
us, and we have more than mortal
power.”1!

Christian education is not lim-
ited to the home or school, but in-
volves the church as a fundamental
pillar in spiritual development.
Through the church, young people
receive guidance, support and ex-
amples of faith that will help them
grow in their relationship with God
and be strengthened for the times
ahead.
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From an early age children should learn a useful or
practical trade that facilitates the development of skills
thatwill be fundamental in fostering qualities such as
responsibility, discipline, perseverance, and patience.

In the end-times

“And they that shall be of thee
shall build the old waste places:
thou shalt raise up the foundations
of many generations; and thou shalt
be called, The repairer of the breach,
the restorer of paths to dwell in”
(Isaiah 58:12). This solemn call in-
volves education:

“Satan has used the most inge-
nious methods to weave his plans
and principles into the systems of
education, and thus gain a strong
hold on the minds of the children
and youth. It is the work of the true
educator to thwart his devices. We
are under solemn, sacred covenant
to God to bring up our children
for Him and not for the world; to
teach them not to put their hands
into the hand of the world, but to
love and fear God, and to keep His
commandments. They should be
impressed with the thought that
they are formed in the image of their
Creator and that Christ is the pattern
after which they are to be fashioned.
Most earnest attention must be given
to the education which will impart
a knowledge of salvation, and will
conform the life and character to the
divine similitude. It is the love of
God, the purity of soul woven into
the life like threads of gold, that is of
true worth. The height man may thus
reach has not been fully realized.

“For the accomplishment of this
work a broad foundation must be
laid. A new purpose must be brought
in and find place, and students must
be aided in applying Bible principles
in all they do. Whatever is crooked,
whatever is twisted out of the right
line, is to be plainly pointed out and
avoided; for it is iniquity not to be
perpetuated. It is important that ev-
ery teacher should love and cherish
sound principles and doctrines, for

this is the light to be reflected upon
the pathway of all students.”*?

“But speak thou the things which
become sound doctrine” (Titus 2:1).

To carry out this work we need to
support one another and create sup-
port networks with which this pur-
pose can be accomplished. Currently
here in Colombia, through the Oded
Educational Foundation, we are de-
veloping an educational method that
embraces the whole being. The sole
objective is to restore the image of God
in our children and youth, by which
the original plan that God established
for education is restored. Parents have
a responsibility to provide a vital con-
nection to God —providing experienc-
es that allow children to connect what
they learn to the real world. However,
this is not only a duty of parents; the
church also becomes a fundamental
support in fulfilling this great mission.

God calls us to live by faith, and
this is not simply about attending
church or following certain customs,
but rather about allowing Christ to
shape our hearts and characters. This
transformation must be reflected in
our way of thinking and acting.

Our mission to be the light of the
world begins with the education of
children, youth, and adults to preach
the gospel. May the wisdom of the
Lord be our foundation, so that He
may give us understanding and teach
us the way in which we should walk!
(Proverbs 1:7; Psalm 32:8.) &7
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MOVING? Please let us know.
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GOING

FORTH NOW!

By Barbara Montrose

How fragile is our human life!
We've seen this world is only vain. ...
Somehow, we manage to be here—

There’s hope because the Lamb was slain.

To focus on the present truth:
J@q From all distractions—turn away!
= To seek the Lord is what we need;
In Christ’s own presence—firmly stay.

Our lifelong journey’s not a toy,
Abandoning the gifts He gave.

So, make the plan to follow Christ

And choose His path—Dbe bold, be brave!

Souls far and near are seeking truth;

There may be one you know who yearns. . ..

Just buried in that searching heart
A flame is kindled, softly burns.
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It's time to tell the candid truth.
No more bickering and factions;
No more whining and excuses.
Let’s show faith in all our actions!

Many lost are wond’ring, hoping;
Now’s not the time for idle chance.
The voice of God rings loud and clear—
It's now the moment to advance!

e
Equipped with truth within our heart
And lips ignited from the coal,
May we now pray, “Lord, lead my st
To one dear person—to that soul!”

The sun is setting; time is short.
The mandate’s one we all well kr
Our risen Christ calls loud and ¢
Yes, now’s the time! Get out and g



